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Multi-issue  activists  ^find  a  common  ground^ 

5000  March  Against  Racism  in  Philadelphia 


By  Joanne  Brown 

PHILADELPHIA  —  A  spirited 
crowd  of  more  than  5,000 
demonstrators  marched  past 
crowds  of  shoppers  in  downtown 
Philadelphia  in  the  February  15 
National  March  Against  Racism. 
The  march  was  organized  in  re¬ 
sponse  to  several  recent  incidents 
in  Philadelphia,  including  the 
police  bombing  and  burning  of 
over  sixty  homes  in  a  confronta¬ 
tion  between  the  city  government 
and  the  Black  naturalist  group 
MOVE  in  May  1985;  the  in¬ 
discriminate  police  roundup  of 
Puerto  Ricans  following  the 
murder  of  a  policeman  in  the 
Spring  Garden  neighborhood 
shortly  after  the  bombing  of 
MOVE;  and  rioting  in  November 
1985  by  several  hundred  white 
people  against  a  Black  family  and 
an  interracial  heterosexual  couple 
who  had  moved  into  a  Southwest 
Philadelphia  neighborhood. 

Fifty  buses  brought  people  from 
thirty  cities  to  the  march,  accor¬ 
ding  to  Black  activist  Berta 
Joubert,  a  spokesperson  for  the 
National  Mobilization  Against 
racism,  which  organized  the 
march.  At  least  a  third  of  the  mar¬ 
chers  were  from  outside 
Philadelphia,  and  a  majority  were 


white. 

The  coalition  that  organized  the 
march  was  initiated  by  the  All- 
Peoples  Congress,  which  is  based 
in  New  York  City.  The 
Philadelphia  Lesbian  and  Gay 
Task  Force  (PLGTF)  endorsed  the 
march,  as  did  groups  from  outside 
the  city  such  as  the  National  Coali¬ 
tion  of  Black  Lesbians  and  Gays, 
and  Gay  American  Indians.  The 
PLGTF  participated  in  organizing 
the  march  by  sending  a  mailing  to 
lesbian/gay  community  leaders 
and  by  consulting  with  the  coali¬ 
tion  about  media  work. 

In  the  pre-march  rally,  Rita  Ad- 
dessa,  executive  director  of  the 
PLGTF,  asked  the  crowd  to  ques¬ 
tion  established  institutional 
power  and  said,  “Racist  violence  is 
not  peculiar  to  Philadelphia. 
Violence  against  Black  people, 
Jewish  people,  women,  lesbian 
and  gay  people,  and  other  racial 
[and]  ethnic  minorities  is  epidemic 
in  this  country.  Hatred  and  bigotry 
among  individuals  complements 
institutionalized  power,  which 
seeks  to  preserve  and  maintain 
authority  and  dominance  by  the 
largely  white,  largely  male,  largely 
wealthy  minority  who  rule  our 
courts,  our  legislatures,  our  com¬ 


Mila  Aguilar 
Released 


By  Kim  Westheimer 

MANILA,  The  Philippines 
—  As  GCiV  goes  to  press, 
Filipina  activist  Mila  D. 
Aguilar  has  been  released  from 
prison  here  due  to  the  fall  of 
President  Ferdinand  Marcos 
and  the  election  of  Corazon 
Aquino  as  the  new  president  of 
the  Philippines.  Aguilar,  who 
has  been  held  as  a  political 
prisoner  by  the  Marcos  govern¬ 
ment  since  August  of  1984,  was 
imprisoned  without  evidence 
for  alleged  “subversion”  and 
“conspiracy  to  commit 
rebellion.”  She  is  one  of  the 
first  four  political  prisoners  to 
be  released  since  Aquino  took 
office. 

Aguilar’s  ‘  niece,  Karin 
Aguilar-San  Juan,  a  lesbian  ac¬ 
tivist  in  the  Boston  area,  plans 
to  see  her  aunt  in  the  Philip¬ 
pines  in  the  next  few  days. 
Aguilar-San  Juan  was  notified 
of  her  aunt’s  release  by  Kitchen 
Table;  Women  of  Color  Press, 
of  New  York.  Kitchen  Table 
has  printed  a  book  of  revolu¬ 
tionary  poems  by  Aguilar,  A 
Comrade  is  as  Precious  as  a 
Rice  Seedling.  Aguilar  is  also 
the  author  of  another  book  of 
poetry,  Why  Cage  Pigeons. 

Aguilar-San  Juan’s  mother, 
who  lives  in  Connecticut,  was 
able  to  speak  with  Aguilar  after 
her  release,  when  a  Connecticut 
radio  station  set  up  an  inter¬ 
view  with  Aguilar  and  put  her 
sister  on  the  line. 

Aguilar-San  Juan,  who  was 
instrumental  in  founding  the 
Cambridge  Committee  to  Free 
Mila  Aguilar,  had  made  plans 
to  go  to  the  Philippines  long 
before  it  was  apparent  that  her 
aunt  would  be  released.  She 
will  spend  one  week  on  a 


human  rights  tour  with  a 
church  coalition,  and  two 
weeks  on  her  own. 

In  recent  months,  according 
to  Aguilar-San  Juan,  MUa 
Aguilar  had  begun  to  feel 
“desperate”  about  the  situa¬ 
tion  in  the  Philippines.  “Peo¬ 
ple  were  thinking  that  Marcos 
would  hold  the  elections  and 
then  declare  martial  law,”  said 
Aguilar-San  Juan.  It  was  ex¬ 
pected  that  the  opposition 
would  be  wiped  out  and 
political  prisoners  such  as  Mila 
Aguilar  would  be  the  first  to  be 
-kiUed. 

While  .Aguilar-San  Juan  ex¬ 
pressed  excitement  and  relief 
that  Marcos  had  been  deposed 
and  her  aunt  was  being  re¬ 
leased,  she  also  expressed  con¬ 
cern  about  the  possibility  of 
future  United  States  interven¬ 
tion  in  the  Philippines  .  ‘‘The 
way  the  U.S.  is  building  it  up, 
she’s  [Aquino}  a  democratic 
leader  bolstered  up  by  the 
military  and  equipped  to  quell 
the  communist  insurgency  in 
the  countryside,”  said  Aguilar- 
San  Juan.  “Ramos  and  Enrile 
[former  high-level  military  of¬ 
ficials  in  Marcos’  regime  who 
are  now  working  under 
Aquino]  are  being  pointed  to 
like  sheep  when  they  are 
wolves.  Ramos  is  a  murderer 
just  as  vicious  as  any.” 

Aguilar-San  Juan  is  con¬ 
cerned  that  Bayan,  a  broad- 
based  coalition  of  farmers  and 
workers  who  supported 
Aquino  just  to  get  rid  of  Mar¬ 
cos,  will  be  disillusioned  in  a 
year  or  so  when  it  will  be  evi¬ 
dent  that  Aquino  cannot  solve 
serious  economic  problems. 

Continued  on  page  3 


Marching  against  racism,  Philadelphia,  Feb.  15 


munications  industry,  and  our 
educational  system....  We  must 
work  in  cooperation  with 
whoever  is  defined  as  ‘Other’  in  a 
movement  towards  empowerment 
to  move  beyond  oppression  and  to 
freedom.” 

Talking  with  GCN  later,  Ad- 
dessa  said,  “The  crowd  was  very 
responsive  to  my  speech  and  from 
that  I  gather  there  was  a  large  les¬ 
bian/gay  presence,  but  we  weren’t 
labelled  very  well....  Maybe  we  all 
should  have  worn  purple.” 
Joubert  told  GCN  that  groups  and 
individuals  from  the  gay  and  les¬ 
bian  community  were  in  the 
forefront  of  the  organizing  for  the 
march  and  noted  that  the 
Philadelphia  Gay  News  had  pub¬ 
lished  a  strong  editorial  urging 
everyone  to  attend. 

Cheryl  Dowtin,  a  Black  lesbian 
activist  working  with  lesbian  and 
gay  Central  America  solidarity 
groups,  told  GCN  she  believes  the 
march  did  “pull  people  together 
—  no  matter  what  their  political 
devotion.  People  were  moved  — 
Central  America  activists  and  anti¬ 
apartheid  activists  found  common 
ground.”  Dowtin  added  that,  sur¬ 
prisingly,  there  were  “no  hassles 
from  police”  during  the  march. 

In  addition  to  Addessa, 
speakers  at  the  redly  included 
Alicia  Christian,  of  the  Black 
Women’s  Health  Project  of 
Philadelphia;  Leslie  Roberts,  of 
District  65,  U.A.W.,  of  New 
Jersey;  Jim  Bell,  of  the  New  York 
City  Coalition  of  Black  Trade 
Unionists;  Munir  Kreidi,  of  the 
Arab-American  Anti- 

Discrimination  Committee;  Steve 
Margolis,  of  the  Philadelphia- 
based  Disabled  in  Action;  Hat¬ 
chett,  of  the  Big  Mountain  Sup¬ 
port  Committee  for  the  Dine  and 
Hopi  People;  Godfrey  Sithole,  of 


the  African  National  Congress; 
Digna  Sanchez  of  the  Puerto 
Rican  Defense  Committee; 
Eugene  Blumfield,  of  the  Shalom 
Aleichem  Club;  Raul  Serrano,  of 
the  Spring  Garden  United 
Neighbors,  a  group  fighting  gen- 
trification  in  their  working-class 
neighborhood;  Chong  Hu,  of 
Young  Koreans  United;  Neil  Stan¬ 
ton,  of  the  Committee  for  Dignity 
for  the  Homeless;  Joyce  Brooks, 
of  the  Committee  to  Support 
[Philadelphia  City]  Council  bill 
649,  an  affirmative  action  con¬ 
struction  jobs  bill;  and  Monica 
Moorehead,  of  the  All  Peoples 
Congress. 

Ruth  Black,  who  attended  the 
pre-march  rally,  said  she  came 
because  “racism  affects  me 
because  as  a  white  person  I’m  part 
of  that  system.  And  as  a  lesbian 
and  a  woman  in  a  wheelchair  I 
know  that  racism,  homophobia 
and  ignorance  about  handicapped 
people  all  come  from  the  same 


mentality,  the  same  fear  of  dif¬ 
ference.”  Black  also  stated  that 
there  was  a  class  issue  tied  in  with 
racist  incidents  such  as  the  attacks 
on  the  Black  family  in  Southwest 
Philadelphia.  “Bigoted  white  peo¬ 
ple  in  Southwest  Philadelphia  fear 
that  Black  neighbors  would  bring 
poverty  into  the  neighborhood. 
They  don’t  acknowledge  this  class 
issue,  but  instead  choose  to  see  it 
as  strictly  a  color  issue.  If  a  Black 
family  moved  into  the  Main  Line 
[wealthy  Philadelphia  suburbs]  it 
would  be  assumed  that  they  had  the 
money  to  afford  it  —  the  class 
issue  would  not  be  there  and  so  I 
don’t  think  the  racial  issue  would 
be  publicly  played  oh,  although  it 
would  be  in  their  [white  residents’] 
hearts.” 

Black  said  she  saw  a  number  of 
lesbians  she  knew,  but  they  were 
not  identified  as  lesbians.  She  said 
she  saw  a  few  lesbian/gay  buttons 
and  one  sign  that  said  “One  Dyke 
Continued  on  page  6 


Addresses  AIDS  or  AIDS  phobia? 

‘Alarming’  AIDS  Policy 
Unveiled  in  Cambridge 


By  Kim  Westheimer 

CAMBRIDGE,  MA  —  City 
employees  here  who  contract 
AIDS  must  undergo  review  to 
determine  if  they  can  keep  their 
jobs,  according  to  a  new  city 
policy.  The  new  policy  is  con¬ 
troversial  among  political  activists 
who  fear  that  the  policy  addresses 
AIDS  phobia  rather  than  the  ill¬ 
ness  itself. 

The  policy  requires  city 
employees  with  AIDS  to  inform 
their  department  heads  im¬ 
mediately  after  receiving  a  physi¬ 
cian’s  diagnosis  of  AIDS.  A 
department  head  notified  that  an 
employee  has  AIDS  must  then  in¬ 
form  the  city  manager  and  the  city 
health  commissioner  of  the  situa¬ 
tion.  The  medical  history  of  a  per¬ 
son  with  AIDS  will  be  reviewed  by 
a  group  of  physicians  chosen  by 
the  health  commissioner,  resulting 
in  a  decision  by  the  health  commis¬ 
sioner  as  to  whether  the  individual 
can  remain  employed  by  the  city, 
and  if  so,  under  what  conditions. 

“I  find  it  [the  policy] 
alarming,”  Cambridge  gay  activist 
Andrew  Wicker  told  GCN.  “If 
someone’s  health  is  affecting  their 
job,  their  supervisor  should  deal 


with  it.  They  shouldn’t  have  to  go 
up  all  those  levels.  That  makes  it  a 
political  issue.”  Wicker,  who 
works  indirectly  with  the  city  as  a 
Ctunbridge  mental  health  worker, 
questioned  the  need  for  any  city 
AIDS  policy,  saying,  “I  don’t  see 
it  as  being  constructive.  Who  are 
they  protecting?” 

According  to  recent  studies, 
there  is  no  danger  of  an  employee 
with  AIDS  spreading  AIDS  to 
other  employees  through  casual 
contact.  A  study  published  in  the 
New  England  Journal  of  Medicine 
in  February  1986  found  that  peo¬ 
ple  who  live  in  close  daily  contact 
with  persons  with  AIDS,  sharing 
bathrooms,  eating  utensils,  and 
beds,  did  not  contract  the  virus. 

Larry  Kessler,  executive  director 
of  the  AIDS  Action  Committee  in 
Boston,  expressed  mixed  feelings 
about  the  policy.  He  told  GCN  the 
law  was  “going  in  the  right  direc¬ 
tion”  because  if  a  person  goes  on 
record  as  having  AIDS,  then  he 
or  she  is  protected  from  being  fired 
by  a  Massachusetts  law  pro¬ 
hibiting  discrimination  against 
people  with  disabilities.  But  ac¬ 
tually  creating  a  city  AIDS  policy 


“is  sort  of  a  contradiction,”  said 
Kessler.  “If  someone  with  cancer 
[came  in  to  work],  do  they  have  to 
tell  their  manager?”  he  queried. 
“All  we  can  hope  for  and  ask  for 
and  demand  is  that  they  treat  a 
person  with  AIDS  consistently 
[with  a  person  having]  any  other 
illness,”  he  added. 

Cambridge  City  Councilor 
David  Sullivan  is  concerned  that 
the  policy  may  lack  enough  power 
to  protect  people  with  AIDS  from 
discrimination.  “The  policy  says 
that  the  city  manager  and  the 
health  commissioner  are  supposed 
to  be  informed  if  a  case  of  AIDS 
comes  to  the  attention  of  a  super¬ 
visor,”  said  Sullivan.  “It  doesn’t 
say  what  they’re  going  to  do  about 
it.”  The  policy,  according  to 
Sullivan,  needs  “more  definition, 
some  indication  that  city 
employees  who  contract  AIDS 
[will  not  be]  discriminated 
against.” 

Jonathan  Handel,  a  gay 
member  of  the  Cambridge  Human 
Rights  Commission,  finds  the 
policy  adequate.  “It’s  necessary  to 
have  a  city  AIDS  policy,”  said 
Continued  on  page  1 1 
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News  Notes 


quote  of  the  week 

“We  wanted  to  show  what  would  happen  to  a 
straight  person  if  he  contracted  the  disease.  How  it 
would  affect  his  personal  life,  his  wife  and  family.” 

—  Hotel  co-producer  Geoffrey  Fischer,  explain¬ 
ing  an  upcoming  episode  which  depicts  a  bartender 
who  contracts  AIDS  from  a  blood  transfusion,  but 
believes  he  got  it  from  casual  contact  with  a  gay 
bartender. 


things  could  be  better  in  australia 

QUEENSLAND,  Australia  —  Gay  bars  here  are  at 
risk  of  closing  due  to  passage  of  a  new  law  forbidding 
bars  to  serve  “Drug  dealers,  sexual  perverts  or  de¬ 
viants,  or  child  molesters,”  according  to  Rites,  of 
Toronto. 

Meanwhile,  in  New  South  Wales,  legislation  has 
been  passed  to  make  HTLV-III  antibody  status  repor¬ 
table.  The  chief  medical  officer  of  the  state  will  now 
have  access  to  the  identities  of  all  those  who  test 
positive. 

And  on  the  national  scene,  the  chief  of  the 
Australian  Defence  Forces  has  issued  a  directive  re¬ 
quiring  “self-confessed”  or  “proven”  homosexuals 
be  discharged  from  the  services.  The  chief  claimed 
that  homosexuals  are  detrimental  to  morale  and  pose 
health  and  security  risks. 

Australian  lesbian  and  gay  activists  are  mount¬ 
ing  campaigns  against  all  these  attacks. 

—  Janice  Irvine 


nat’l  conference  on  aids  in  the  biack 
community 

WASHINGTON,  DC  —  The  National  Coalition  of 
Black  Lesbians  and  Gays  (NCBLG)  will  sponsor  a  na¬ 
tional  conference  on  the  subject  of  AIDS  in  the  Black 
community.  The  conference  will  take  place  here  later 
this  year,  on  a  date  to  be  determined  in  consultation 
with  other  major  organizations  who  will  participate  in 
the  conference  planning. 

The  conference  is  intended  to  address  the  public 
information  and  education  needs  of  the  Black  com¬ 
munity  on  the  subject  of  AIDS,  with  two  major  objec¬ 
tives;  first,  to  inform  members  in  the  Black  religious, 
civic,  media,  social  service,  medical,  para-medical, 
drug  treatment,  and  lesbian/gay  communities  about 
the  particular  impact  of  AIDS  on  Black  people  and  the 
particular  need  for  education  and  AIDS-related  ser¬ 
vices  in  the  Black  community;  second,  to  create  a 
more  informed  and  supportive  social  environment 
among  conference  participants  to  enable  an  increase 
in  local  community  initiatives  to  provide  education 
about  AIDS  and  AIDS-related  services  as  required  by 
people  with  AIDS  in  the  Black  community. 

The  conference  is  the  first  recommendation  to 
NCBLG’s  Board  of  Directors  that  is  being  im¬ 
plemented  out  of  a  total  of  ten  recommendations  that 
were  developed  at.  a  workshop  on  AIDS  held  at 
NCBLG’s  national  conference  in  St.  Louis  this  past 
Thanksgiving  weekend.  A  $19,824  grant  from  the  U.S. 
Public  Health  Service  will  go  toward  production  of  the 
conference. 

For  more  information,  call  NCBLG  (202) 
737-5276,  or  write  930  F  Street,  N.S.,  Suite  514, 
Washington,  DC  20004. 

—  Janice  Irvine 


after  4  delays,  trial  set  for  man 
accused  of  raping  lesbian 

BOSTON  —  The  trial  of  a  man  accused  of  raping 
a  lesbian  (See  GCN,  Vol.  13,  No.  22)  is  scheduled  for 
Monday,  March  3.  The  trial  was  originally  scheduled 
for  November,  1985  and  has  since  been  postponed 
four  times.  The  lesbian,  who  wishes  to  remain 
anonymous,  and  her  supporters  told  GCN  they 
believe  the  delays  are  a  tactic  to  discourage  the  les¬ 
bian  from  continuing  to  press  charges. 

According  to  Phyllis  Broker,  the  district  attorney 
representing  the  lesbian’s  case,  it  is  a  “magnificent 
feat”  to  coordinate  the  schedules  of  two  attorneys 
and  a  free  courtroom  for  trials.  Therefore,  court 
delays  can  drag  out  for  so  long  that  cases  often  get 
dropped.  “It’s  emotionally  harder  on  rape  victims  to 
keep  coming  back,”  Broker  told  GCN.  “If  you  sit  down 
with  a  victim  and  tell  her  what  delays  there  are  going 
to  be,  it’s  less  frustrating,”  she  added. 

At  the  last  scheduled  trial  on  February  24,  the 
defendant’s  lawyer  claimed  the  trial  could  not  be  held 
on  that  day  because  he  was  unable  to  contact  two 
people  needed  for  testimony.  Whiie  the  judge  ruled 
that  the  case  would  be  set  back  once  again,  he 
ordered  that  this  be  the  last  delay.  It  is  now  virtuaily 
certain  the  trial  will  be  held  at  the  Suffolk  County 
Courthouse  on  March  3,  or  at  the  very  latest,  March  4, 
if  no  courtrooms  are  available  on  the  3rd. 

People  wishing  to  fill  the  courtroom  during  the 
trial  in  support  of  the  lesbian  should  call  (617) 
426-4469  for  information. 

—  Kim  Westheimer 


saints  club  to  open  —  supporters  meet 

BOSTON  —  More  than  100  supporters  of  the  les¬ 
bian  Saints  coliective  gathered  on  Sunday,  February 
22,  to  discuss  strategies  for  hastening  the  opening  of 
the  Saints  iesbian  sociai  and  health  club.  The  Saints 
were  denied  a  iiquor  license  for  their  buiiding  in 
Jamaica  Plain  by  the  Boston  Licensing  Board  on 
February  6,  1986.  (See  GCN,  Voi.  13,  No.  31.)  The  coi- 
lective  pians  to  appeal  the  decision. 

At  the  meeting  of  supporters,  many  .women 
agreed  to  become  “sustainers”  of  the  club  by  making 
monthly  donations  to  the  coliective.  Fundraising 
events  were  aiso  scheduled. 

People  who  want  to  help  the  Saints  can  do  so  in  a 
number  of  ways.  Calls  in  support  of  the  collective  can 
be  made  to  city  councillors  and  state  representatives 
regardless  of  the  district  they  represent.  Women  can 
stop  by  the  club  on  46  Danforth  Street  to  help  with 
renovations.  Loans  and  donations  are  critical  to  help 
the  collective  pay  operating  expenses  during  the  ap¬ 
peal  process.  The  Saints  can  be  reached  at  (617) 
524-5245  or  266-7108. 

—  Kim  Westheimer 


desert  states  conference 

PHOENIX,  AZ  —  The  Second  Annual  Desert 
States  Conference,  entitled  “Pride  in  Diversity, 
Strength  in  Unity”  will  be  held  here,  April  4-6.  The 
desert  states  include  New  Mexico,  Arizona,  Nevada, 
Utah,  Colorado,  and  Wyoming.  “The  conference 
brings  together  lesbians  and  gays  from  throughout 
the  desert  states  region  in  an  effort  to  strengthen  our 
ties  between  our  various  gay  and  lesbian  community 
social  and  political  groups,”  said  Russell  Gray,  one  of 
New  Mexico’s  delegates  to  the  first  conference,  held 
in  Las  Vegas,  Nevada. 

For  more  information,  contact  David  Lilly,  c/o 
Arizona  Lesbian  and  Gay  TaskForce,  P.O.  Box  1405, 
Tempe,  AZ  85281;  (603)  241-9404. 

—  Janice  Irvine 


FRESHETTE  IS  SO  SMALL.  THREE  WILL  FIT  THIS  DISPLA  YBOX! 
trough 


spout 


DIRECTIONS:  STAND  F-A-C-I-N-G  the 
toflet  or  with  your  back  to  the  wind.  With 
your  feet  slightly  apart,  hold  the  director 
with  the  spout  forward  and  the  opening  of 
the  trough  upwards.  Place  the  opening  of  the 
trough  snugly  against  your  body  between  your 
thighs.  Do  not  tilt  it  forward  when  in  use.  Shake 
and  wipe  dry  when  finished.  Rinse  when 
possible. 


more  ‘profit’  from  aids 

One  of  the  newest  products  in  the  AIDS  panic 
scams  is  Freshette  —  a  small  device  that  enables 
women  to  pee  standing  up.  Freshette  is  marketed  as 
providing  “Assurance  Against  AIDS,”  in  addition  to 
being  great  for  sports  or  camping.  When  a  GCN 
reader  wrote  to  the  company  to  complain,  a  represen¬ 
tative  of  Sani-Fem  replied,  “I  personally  believe  that 
the  anti-feminist  bombers  of  the  abortion  clinics  are 
morally  wrong  in  their  efforts  to  deny  others  their 
freedom  of  personal  choice  in  matters  affecting  their 
personal  lives.  For  people  to  deny  women  their  right 
to  decide  for  themselves  whether  to  stand  or  use  a 
public  toilet  seat  of  uncertain  but  definitely  fatal  in¬ 
fectiousness  is  equally  wrong  and  equally  anti¬ 
feminist....  Freedom  and  objectivity.  The  choice 
should  be  personal  and  uncoerced.” 

There  is  no  evidence  that  AIDS  can  be  contracted 
from  toilet  seats. 

*  *  * 

The  San  Diego  manufacturers  of  a  pocket-size 
“anti-viral”  spray  which  was  advertised  as  preventing 
AiDS  have  agreed  to  halt  “unfair  and  deceptive  prac¬ 
tices”  in  marketing  the  product  in  Massachusetts,  ac¬ 
cording  to  the  Boston  Phoenix,  in  a  complaint  fiied  in 
Suffolk  Superior  Court,  Attorney  Generai  Francis 
Beliotti’s  office  noted  there  is  “no  credibie  medicai 
evidence”  that  AiDS  or  herpes  can  be  contracted  from 
“non-intimate  contact,”  as  the  ad  implies.  Therefore, 
according  to  Bellotti,  there  is  no  reason  to  beiieve  the 
spray  can  prevent  or  cure  the  iiinesses  or  improve 
one’s  resistance  to  them. 

in  addition  to  prohibiting  the  deceptive  advertis¬ 
ing,  the  attorney  general’s  office  also  required  the 
company  to  refund  the  $8.34  purchase  price  to  all 
Massachusetts  customers  desiring  a  refund.  Refunds 
can  be  obtained  from  Virus  Guard,  405  West 
Washington  St.,  #192,  San  Diego,  CA  92103. 

—  Janice  Irvine 


berkeley  law  prohibits  aids  bias 

BERKELEY,  CA  —  On  February  11,  the  Berkeley 
City  Council  voted  8-0  to  outlaw  discrimination 
against  persons  with  AIDS,  according  to  the  Bay  Area 
Reporter.  Peopie  who  beiieve  they  have  been 
discriminated  against,  either  because  they  have  AIDS 
or  ARC  or  because  they  are  perceived  to  have  either, 
must  initiate  a  iawsuit  or  take  the  offending  party  to 
smail-claims  court.  The  Berkeiey  ordinance  offers  tri¬ 
ple  damages  plus  costs  when  discrimination  is 
found.  The  new  law,  which  will  go  into  effect  30  days 
after  the  council  vote,  applies  to  employment,  hous¬ 
ing,  business,  public  accommodations,  public  ser¬ 
vices,  and  education. 

—  Janice  Irvine 


trial  of  black  gay  south  african 
underway 

SOUTH  AFRICA  —  The  trial  of  gay  anti-apartheid 
activist  Tseko  Simon  Nkoli  began  here  January  20,  ac¬ 
cording  to  The  Body  Politic.  Nkoli,  one  of  the  few 
Black  organizers  of  the  Gay  Association  of  South 
Africa  (GASA),  has  been  charged  with  treason  and 
murder  and  faces  the  death  penalty  as  a  result  of  anti¬ 
apartheid  protests  which  occurred  in  the  Transvaal  in 
1984.  In  addition  to  his  work  organizing  a  multi-racial- 
gay  group  in  the  Black  suburb  of  Soweto,  Nkoli  was  a 
major  organizer  of  anti-apartheid  student  groups  in 
the  T ransvaal.  He  is  charged  along  with  21  others  who 
have  come  to  be  known  collectively  as  the  Vaal  22. 

Only  a  handful  of  spectators  have  been  able  to 
attend  the  trial  due  to  transportation  difficulties,  but 
supporters  who  attended  said  defense  lawyers  suc¬ 
ceeded  in  pointing  out  inconsistencies  and  inac¬ 
curacies  in  the  testimony  of  prosecution  witnesses. 
None  of  the  evidence  so  far  has  directly  implicated 
Nkoli  in  the  rioting,  which  led  to  the  deaths  of  five 
government-appointed  local  councilors. 

—  Janice  Irvine 


police  ‘on  the  rag’ 

TORONTO  —  A  verdict  is  expected  soon  in  the  , 
case  of  Pages  Bookstore  owners,  who  went  on  trial 
November  25,  1985,  for  “publicly  exhibiting  a 
disgusting  object,”  according  to  Rites.  The  charge 
stems  from  a  police  raid  on  Pages  last  May  when  an 
art  exhibit  called  “It’s  a  Girl”  was  seized  from  the 
store’s  window.  The  display,  which  the  owners  say 
was  designed  as  a  visual  depiction  of  the  socializa¬ 
tion  of  women,  included  dolls,  magazines,  sanitary 
pads  with  red  paint  on  them,  and  plaster  phallic  sym¬ 
bols.  In  the  charges  against  the  bookstore,  the 
menstrual  pads  and  phallic  objects  were  specified  as 
the  most  “offensive”  objects. 

At  the  trial,  speakers  for  the  defense  charac¬ 
terized  the  display  as  political.  The  court  was  asked 
to  compare  “It’s  a  Girl”  with  displays  in  commercial 
store  windows,  which  often  contain  dismembered 
and  bound  mannequins,  before  they  drew  any  conclu¬ 
sions  as  to  the  standards  of  tolerance  of  the  com¬ 
munity.  Contributions  to  the  legal  defense  can  be 
sent  to  the  Pages  Defence  Fund,  256  Queen  St.  West, 
Toronto,  Ontario,  M5V  228. 

—  Janice  Irvine 


now  marches  to  defend  abortion  and 
birth  controi 

WASHINGTON,  DC  —  The  National  Organiza¬ 
tion  for  Women  (NOW)  is  hosting  two  marches,  one 
March  9  here,  and  another  March  16  in  Los  Angeles,  to 
defend  women’s  access  to  abortion  and  birth  control. 
NOW  anticipates  more  than  200,000  marchers  in  all. 
In  D.C.,  participants  are  asked  to  meet  at  the  Mall  in 
front  of  the  old  Smithsonian  at  10  a.m.  A  rally  will 
follow  at  noon  at  the  Capitol. 

Tentative  speakers  at  the  rally  include  Eleanor 
Smeal,  executive  director  of  NOW;  Barbara  Ferraro 
and  Patricia  Hussey,  two  of  the  24  nuns  who  signed 
an  ad  asserting  there  is  a  divergence  of  views  within 
the  Catholic  Church  on  the  issue  of  abortion;  and  a 
host  of  movie  stars  and  celebrities,  including  Jessica 
Walter  and  Morgan  Fairchild. 

While  organizers  are  encouraging  marchers  to 
form  delegations  of  at  least  20  persons  and  to  wear 
vyhite  in  order  to  “harken  back  to  the  suffragists,”  par¬ 
ticipants  not  following  these  guidelines  are  en¬ 
couraged  to  attend. 

Buses  from  Boston  will  be  leaving  for  the  D.C. 
march  at  10  p.m.  on  Saturday,  March  8  and  will  return 
at  midnight,  Sunday,  March  9.  Tickets  are  $35,  with  a 
sliding  scale  from  $25-45. 

For  more  information,  call  National  NOW  at  (202) 
347-2279.  In  Boston,  call  NOW  at  (617)  661-6015. 

—  Stephanie  Poggi 
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Courting  the  offensive 


Sex  &  Law  Forum:  A  Good  Shot  in  the  Arm 


By  Barbara  Baracks 
NEW  YORK  —  On  Saturday, 
February  22,  several  hundred  les¬ 
bians  and  gay  men  gathered  at 
New  York  University  Law  School 
for  an  all-day  symposium:  “Sex, 
Politics  and  the  Law:  Lesbians  and 
Gay  Men  Take  the  Offensive.” 
Sex  radicals,  political  activists, 
lawyers,  and  academics  presented. 


bians  and  Gay  Men,”  that  as  pro¬ 
ducts  of  our  time,  we  find  it  hard 
—  sometimes  nearly  impossible  — 
to  speak  publicly  and  positively 
about  our  own  sexuality.  “We  [les¬ 
bians  and  gay  men]  are  all  im¬ 
plicated  in  the  system  of  cultural 
craziness,”  she  said.  On  the  other 
hand,  the  right  wing,  in  the  heat  of 


holidays.” 

By  11:30  a.m.,  with  some 
perimeters  of  the  discussion  de¬ 
fined,  San  Francisco  attorney 
Mary  Dunlap  recited  a  spur-of- 
the-moment  poem.  If  politics  is 
water,  she  said,  then  the  law  is  ice. 
“If  law  is  frozen  politics,  let  us 
heat  it  up.  Let  us  begin  the 


If  the  Gay  Games  sponsors  had  challenged  the  U.S. 
Olympic  Committee,  rather  than  waiting  to  be  sued, 
they  would  not  have  to  pay  $90,000  in  court  costs. 


in  four  panels,  cogent,  sometimes 
stunning  analyses  of  sexual  and 
legal  realities  affecting  lesbians 
and  gay  men  today. 

From  a  law  School’s  point  of 
view,  this  was  not  your  typical 
symposium.  According  to  Debra 
Rothberg,  who  organized  the 
forum  with  Audrey  Rabinowitz, 
Law  School  Dean  Norman 
Redlich,  responded  to  their 
proposal  with,  “What  is  this?  — 
an  advocacy  forum?”  Amir 
Rosenthal,  editor  of  the  New  York 
University  Review  of  Law  of 
Social  Change,  official  sponsor  of 
the  symposium,  simply  said, 
“Yes.” 

From  an  activist’s  point  of  view, 
the  ptmelists  provided  a  good  shot 
in  the  arm  of  ideas,  political 
strategies,  and  even  —  in  these 
grim  times  —  exuberance.  On  a 
shabby  stage,  facing  an 
auditorium  swagged  with  velve¬ 
teen  curtains  and  filled  with  an  au¬ 
dience  in  Saturday  casual  wear  or 
business  suits  (no  leather), 
speakers  addressed  a  wide  range  of 
issues.  Both  audience  and  speakers 


its  sexual  pathology,  has  no  dif¬ 
ficulty  using  the  most  explicit 
terms  to  reduce  us  to  “a  debased 
genital  itch.”  Waves  of  sexual 
panic  and  their  residue  of  sexually 
repressive  laws  result. 

And  so  we  turn  to  our  lawyers. 
Amber  Hollibaugh,  lesbian  ac¬ 
tivist  and  writer,  pointed  out  that 
people  who  might  have  been  ac¬ 
tivists  in  the  ’70s  are  lawyers  in  the 
’80s.  But  even  activist  lawyers  nar¬ 
row  our  issues,  as  Rhonda 
Copelon,  a  professor  of  law  at 
CUNY,  said  in  introducing  the  se¬ 
cond  panel,  “Models  for  Social 
Change.”  “It  is  often  said  that  law 
narrows  and  channels. ...  Do  we  gain 
permission  at  the  price  of  ex¬ 
perimentation?”  Copelon  asked. 
Ideas  and  demands  are  couched  in 
rationalist  terms  amenable  to 
judges,  juries,  and  legislators.  As 
the  focus  turns  to  right-to-privacy 
rather  than  gender  liberation, 
radical  sexual  politics  puts  on  a 
business  suit  to  argue  for  civil 
rights. 

Poet  and  writer  Jewelle  Gomez 
pointed  out  to  this  mostly  white 


deglacialization  of  our  freedom.” 

Dunlap  went  on  to  illustrate  the 
energy  required  for  this  task  with 
“a  little  technical  lesson”  to  be 
learned  from  an  adverse  ruling  on 
a  case  she  argued  before  the  Ninth 
Circuit  Court.  Dunlap  was 
representing  the  sponsors  of  the 
Gay  Games.  The  word  “Olym¬ 
pics,”  the  judge  ruled,  is  a  trade¬ 
mark  belonging  to  the  U.S.  Olym¬ 
pic  Committee.  The  lesson? 
Dunlap’s  clients  were  literally  not 
sufficiently  offensive.  If  her  clients 
had  initially  challenged  the  U.S. 


Panel  11:  “Models  for  Social  Change.”  Moderator  Rhonda  Copelon 
(1.)  introducing  Mary  Dunlap. 


the  family,  in  a  tradition  of  homo¬ 
phobia  going  all  the  way  back  to 
Thomas  Aquinas’  view  of  non- 
procreative  sex  as  literally 
homicidal.  We’re  seen  as  defacing 
elemental  values,  and  in  this  light. 


gay  men  can  apply  for  relief  in  the 
state  courts.  But  will  that  be  relief 
enough? 

During  the  fourth  panel, 
“Mobilizing  in  a  Repressive 
Political  Climate,”  Nancy 


If  people,  voting  as  a  bloc,  could  assume  real 
political  power,  why  haven  H  women,  who  are  53 
percent  of  the  population,  assumed  any  real  power? 


Olympic  Committee,  rather  than 
waiting  to  be  sued,  even  a  similar 
ruling  would  not  have  resulted  in 
the  $90,000  in  court  fees  they  are 
now  charged  with  paying.  It’s  hop¬ 
ing  you  won’t  be  noticed  that  can 
get  you  every  time. 


The  Right  has  reduced  us  to  a  “debased  genital 
itch.  ” 


seemed  to  relish,  in  particular,  the 
opportunity  to  talk  about  the 
terms  we  use  to  define  issues,  with 
panelists  often  pointing  to 
snarp  contrasts  oetween  tne 
language  we  use  for  each  other  as 
lesbians  and  gay  men,  and  ter¬ 
minology  we  —  or  at  least  our 
lawyers  —  employ  in  explaining 
ourselves  to  others. 

Anthropologist  and  sex  re¬ 
searcher  Carole  Vance  pointed  out 
in  the  first  panel,  “Sexual  Politics: 
The  Complicated  Realities  of  Les¬ 


audience  that  the  dynamics  of  self¬ 
perception  and  survival  are  dif¬ 
ferent  for  people  of  color  than  for 
white  people.  In  this  country. 
Black  people  have  been  defined  by 
sex  until  it  seems  a  kind  of  freedom 
no  longer  to  talk  about  it.  Gomez 
also  said  that  the  family  is  a  means 
of  survival  for  Black  people^  not 
something  to  escape  from. 
Whereas  white  activists  “have  not 
dealt  with  the  concept  of  family. 
Black  gays  may  dissemble  and 
hedge,  but  go  home  for  the 


The  third  panel,  “Staving  off 
the  State:  Current  Legal 
Strategies,”  came  closer  to  a  tradi¬ 
tional  approach  to  legal  remedies. 
Nan  Hunter,  an  attorney  with  the 
American  Civil  Liberties  Union 
Reproductive  Freedom  Project, 
and  David  Richards,  N.Y.U.  law 
professor,  discussed  the  uses  of  the 
right-to-privacy  legal  argument. 
Why,  Richards  went  on,  is 
homosexuality  a  rallying  cry  for 
neo-conservatives?  At  bottom, 
gay  people  are  seen  as  traitors  to 


charges  brought  against  gay  men 
and  lesbians  as  such  are  heresy 
prosecutions:  gay  teachers  as 
heretics  are  transformed  into  child 
molestors,  people  suffering  with 
AIDS  are  blamed  as  deadly  ag¬ 
gressors.  The  defense,  argued 
Richards,  is  to  present  homo¬ 
sexuality  as  a  “traditional 
‘American’  form  of  dissent,  in  the 
best  tradition.” 

Tom  Stoddard,  executive  direc¬ 
tor  of  LAMBDA  Legal  Defense 
and  Education  Fund,  discussed 
lobbying  efforts  for  gay  and  les¬ 
bian  rights  on  the  state  and  city 
level.  All  a  piece  of  legislation  such 
as  the  pending  New  York  gay 
rights  bill  can  do,  he  said,  is 
establish  “safe  and  neutral  ground 
for  further  development.” 

New  York  University  ad¬ 
ministrator  Nan  Feyler  and  ACLU 
legal  director  Burt  Neuborn 
argued  that  as  the  federal  courts 
become  filled  with  conservative 
Reagan  appointees,  lesbians  and 


Polikoff,  an  attorney  with  the 
Women’s  Legal  Defense  Fund,  de¬ 
scribed  the  dilemma  of  lesbian 
mothers  who  try  to  retain  custody 
in  the  courts.  “If  we  don’t  emulate 
heterosexuals,  we  can’t  keep 
custody  of  our  children,”  she  said. 
From  a  lesbian  lawyer’s  point  of 
view,  the  classic  defense 
arguments  are  flawed:  arguments 
in  favor  of  “biological  parents” 
ignore  the  rights  of  co-parents; 
arguments  for  “the  best  interests 
of  the  children”  can  be  turned 
against  lesbians  and  so-called  non- 
traditional  straight  women. 

Boston  City  Councillor  David 
Scondras  traced  the  history  of  the 
government’s  lack  of  response  to 
the  AIDS  crisis.  In  the  first  years, 
“we  never  even  confronted  our 
government  with  the  responsibility 
that  they  had  to  help  us.”  AIDS  is 
a  political  issue,  and  “we  found 
out  that  you  don’t  get  respect  from 
charity.” 

Continued  on  page  6 


Record  of  first  attack  disappears 

Transsexual  to  Sue  After  2nd  Attack 


By  Kim  Westheimer 

BOSTON  —  Sabrina  Von  Butz, 
the  transsexual  who  reported  being 
physically  and  verbally  abused  by 
Boston  police  officers  on  February 
1  (See  GCN,  Vol.  13,  No.  31)  told 
GCN  s/he  is  planning  to  sue  the 
Boston  Police  Department  after 
having  been  harassed  in  another 
incident  on  February  21. 

The  first  incident  occurred  when 
police  allegedly  forced  Von  Butz  to 
go  to  Boston’s  area  A  police  sta¬ 
tion  after  s/he  asked  for  help  in 
apprehending  a  man  who  stole 
Von  Butz’s  wallet.  Von  Butz,  who 
was  told  s/he  was  being  held  in 
“protective  custody,”  spent  the 
night  in  jail  and  charges  that  s/he 
was  physically  abused  during  that 
time.  Von  Butz  has  filed  a  formal 
complaint  against  the  police  of¬ 
ficers  involved. 

According  to  Von  Butz,  the 
most  recent  case  of  police  abuse 
happened  on  February  21,  outside 
of  the  gay  bar  Playland,  when  s/he 
attempted  to  organize  people  to 
fight  the  first  case  of  abuse  by  the 


police  department.  While  s/he  was 
handing  out  xeroxed  copies  of 
GCNs  account  of  the  February  1 
incident,  s/he  said  s/he  was 
forcefully  thrown  into  a  police 
cruiser  by  two  Boston  police  of¬ 
ficers. 

“The  cop  seemed  to  recognize 
me,”  said  Von  Butz.  “He  hit  me, 
hit  my  left  ankle  with  a  billy  club 
and  took  me  to  the  cruiser.  Some¬ 
how  a  knuckle  on  my  left  hand  got 
dislocated.”  Von  Butz  said  s/he  is 
now  walking  with  crutches  and  has 
a  splint  on  a  finger  as  a  result  of 
being  thrown  into  the  cruiser. 

Von  Butz  was  again  held  in 
“protective  custody,”  on  this  oc¬ 
casion  for  approximately  five 
hours.  S/he  told  GCN  that  while 
in  custody  s/he  was  threatened  a 
number  of  times  by  police  officers 
who  said,  “It  would  be  in  your 
best  interest  to  drop  the  charges 
[against  the  police  officers],”  and 
“It  would  be  best  for  your  health 
to  drop  the  charges.” 

When  Von  Butz  asked  why  s/he 


was  being  held,  officers  said  s/he 
had  been  involved  in  a  fight  that 
needed  to  be  broken  up.  Von  Butz 
told  GCN  there  was  no  fight,  and 
said,  “I  had  a  white  dress  on  and  a 
fur  coat.  They  said  they  saw  me  on 
the  ground  but  there  was  no  stain 
on  my  dress,  no  sign  of  a  scuffle 
and  no  stain  on  my  coat.” 

According  to  Officer  Marciano, 
who  works  at  the  area  A  police  sta¬ 
tion,  police  have  no  record  that 
Von  Butz  was  brought  to  the  sta¬ 
tion  on  the  21st.  Marciano  told 
GCN  the  records  say  that  s/he  was 
brought  in  for  “protective 
custody”  on  February  15  at  which 
time  s/he  was  treated  for  an  in¬ 
jured  ankle.  It  is  unclear  whether 
the  incident  which  is  logged  as 
happening  on  February  15  is  ac¬ 
tually  the  February  22  incident  de¬ 
scribed  by  Von  Butz. 

It  is  also  unclear  what  happened 
to  the  police  records  of  Von  Butz’s 
detainment  on  February  1.  Gay 
Boston  City  Councillor  David 
Scondras;  the  mayor’s  liaison  to 


the  lesbian  and  gay  community, 
Ann  Maguire;  and  Von  Butz  asked 
for  copies  of  these  records  the 
week  of  February  3,  but  have  re¬ 
ceived  nothing.  Von  Butz  told 
GCN  that  when  s/he  called  the 
police  department  to  ask  about  the 
records,  s/he  was  told  they  had 
been  lost. 

Von  Butz  is  concerned  that  s/he 
has  become  a  police  target.  S/he 
told  GCN  that  a  source,  who 
wishes  to  remain  anonymous, 
said,  “The  word  is  out  in  the 
police  department  to  get  me  [Von 
Butz] .  ’  ’  Since  s/he  was  initially  de¬ 
tained,  Von  Butz  added,  “three 
queens  have  gotten  busted  outside 
of  Jacques  [a  bar  frequented  by 
drag  queens]  for  prostitution.” 
“They  weren’t  prostituting,”  said 
Von  Butz.  “I  think  they  [the 
police]  were  looking  for  me.  The 
girls  that  got  picked  up  for  pro¬ 
stitution  had  blond  hair.  One  at  a 
distance  looks  exactly  like  me 
when  I’m  dressed  up.” 


Mila  Aguilar 

Continued from  page  1 
Bayan  is  calling  for  a  coalition 
government,  with  traditional 
leaders  like  Aquino,  who  represent 
the  ruling  elite,  and  small 
businesspeople,  laborers,  radicals, 
and  poor  people.  Aguilar-San  Juan 
foresees  that  if  Bayan’s  movement 
gains  in  momentum,  the  U.S.  may 
decide  to  send  in  troops  to  maintain 
“the  Aquino  democracy.” 

Aguilar-San  Juan  asked  that  pro¬ 
gressive  supporters  of  the  Philip¬ 
pines  demand  no  U.S.  intervention. 
She  hopes  that  the  Pledge  of 
Resistance,  a  national  U.S.  group 
committed  to  opposing  military  in¬ 
tervention  in  Central  America,  will 
also  work  on  the  situation  in  the 
Philippines.  “There  are  already 
Green  Berets  in  the  Philippines,” 
said  Aguilar-San  Juan.  “It’s  urgent 
that  United  States  people  say  that 
it’s  one  thing  to  support  a 
democracy  in  the  Philippines  and 
another  to  send  in  troops.” 

“Gays  and  lesbians  need  to  talk 
about  U.S.  imperialism  and  how  it 
relates  to  our  struggles,”  said 
Aguilar-San  Juan.  “They  systems 
of  oppression  are  the  same.  They 
are  just  different  tentacles  of  the 
same  beast.” 

—  fded  from  Boston 
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Community  Voices - — 


GC!\  welcomes  letters  to  the 
editor.  If  possible,  they  should  be 
TYPKD  and  DOUBLESPACE!), 
and  where  possible  limited  to  five 
typed  pages.  They  should  be  sent  to; 
Community  Voices,  GCN,  167  Tre- 
mont  St.  ^5,  Boston,  MA  02111. 


a  forum  and  an 
advocate 

Dear  GCN: 

How  I  wish  I  had  time  to  write  a  short  letter!  Or 
one  that  would  be  more  thoughtfully  crafted  than 
is  likely  with  this.  But  your  “Queries  for  Queers” 
requires  lots  of  responses.  I  find  the  willingness  of 
GCN  to  be  a  forum  as  well  as  advocate  very  at¬ 
tractive.  I’m  a  radical  whose  commitment  to  free 
speech  has  almost  no  limits,  and  have  been 
disturbed  by  the  tendency  to  “political  correct¬ 
ness”  within  the  gay  and  feminist  movement. 
(One  of  the  few  areas  where  I  had  a  sharp 
disagreement  with  the  late  Barbara  Deming  was 
on  whether  to  ask  the  New  York  Courts  to  close 
down  certain  pornographic  films). 

I  want  to  see  conservatives  in  print  in  GCN  but 
I  would  hope  GCN  remains,  at  the  editorial  level, 
a  collective  struggling  for  a  radical  position.  That 
is  much  easier  to  say  than  to  do.  I  have  reserva¬ 
tions  about  many  aspects  of  the  feminist  move¬ 
ment,  particularly  the  radical  lesbian  separatist 
wing  of  it.  (Though  my  reservations  should  not  be 
equated  with  hostility  —  I  did  not  agree  with  the 
separatism  of  Black  radicals,  and  hope  had  I  been 
Black  I  would  not  have  chosen  that  path,  but 
could  easily  understand  the  roots  of  the  separatist 
movement.) 

However  what  I  find  hopeful  about  the  lesbian 
community  is  that  it  has  been  propelled  toward  a 
social  critique  in  a  way  the  men’s  gay  movement 
has  not.  It  is  entirely  possible  for  white  males  to 
fit  into  the  Nixon/Ford/Reagan  machinery. 
Because,  if  you  can  keep  the  State  out  of  the 
bedroom,  there  is  no  way  to  be  sure  who  is  queer 
and  who  isn’t.  Gay  men  have  tended  (GCN  is  a 
notable  exception)  to  “stand  at  the  door  of  the 
fraternity  and  ask  for  admission,”  to  insist  on 
their  respectability,  to  dress  “like  men,”  to 
behave  “like  men,”  to  accept  the  macho  symbols 
of  our  time  and  place. 

There  is  a  certain  health  in  this,  as  opposed  to 
the  role  of  gay  men  in  some  Latin  cultures  where, 
since  the  concept  of  a  “straight  gay”  (to  coin  a 
phrase)  is  impossible  —  one  is  either  a  man  or  a 
woman,  there  is  no  alternative  —  gay  men  accept 
the  concept  of  being  feminine.  And  this  is  as  con¬ 
strictive  as  our  tendency  in  this  country  to  be 
clones  of  Stallone.  But  at  least  the  gay  men  in  the 
U.S.  have  begun  to  explore  the  possibility  that  be¬ 
ing  queer  does  not  mean  being  feminine 
(whatever  that  means!).  To  reject  a  role,  to  refuse 
to  wear  a  role  as  one  might  wear  a  uniform,  is  one 
step  toward  finding  out  who  we  are  (and  to  risk, 
of  course,  finding  out  there  may  be  nothing  to  us 
except  the  role  —  which  is  why  role-playing  is  so 
attractive). 

I  wander.  The  point  is  that  women  have  no 
such  options.  They  can  be  identified  as  women, 
they  can  be  paid  less  because  of  this,  they  can  be 
treated  in  a  different  way  because  they  are  clearly 
identified,  they  can  be  segregated,  closed  out  of 
the  professions,  and  burdened  with  very  special 
problems  centering  around  the  bearing  (or  not 
bearing)  of  children.  Lesbians  cannot  simply 
stand  at  the  door  of  the  fraternity  and  ask  for  ad¬ 
mission  —  they  know  they  can  never  enter  the 
doors  of  that  house,  but  must  build  an  alternative 
structure.  For  this  reason  the  radicalism  of  the 
lesbian  movement  was  predictable  and  inevitable. 
And  it  has  been  one  of  the  things  that  has  made 
GCN  something  much  more  interesting  than  the 
Advocate.  Even  when  I  am  in  disagreement  with 
feminists  and  lesbians  —  which  is  often  enough  — 
they  are  helping  all  men,  gay  or  straight,  to 
challenge  the  easy  acceptance  of  sex  roles. 

There  was  never  anything  automatically 
radical  about  being  a  gay  white  male  —  if  you 
kept  moderately  quiet  about  it.  You  could  almost 
always  “vanish  into  the  structure”  and  be  ac¬ 
cepted.  There  is  a  point  of  tension  with  Chris¬ 
tianity  (and  Judaism)  in  that  separating  sex  from 
procreation  threatens  those  rigid  structures  which 
have  always  been  hostile  to  sexuality,  whether 
sexuality  was  used  for  pleasure  or  for  the  expres¬ 
sion  of  love  or,  for  that  matter,  for  the  getting  of 
children.  The  dominant  theologies  of  this  society 
are  anti-sexual  —  as  is  true  also  of  such  rigid 
structures  as  those  in  the  Soivet  Union  (and  to  be 
fair,  also  of  societies  such  as  India  or  Vietnam). 

But  gay  Black  males  could  not  vanish  —  even  if 
society  would  overlook  their  sexual  deviation,  a 
white  society  was  bound  to  notice  the  color.  And 
so  all  Blacks,  lower  to  upper  class,  gay  or  straight, 
men  or  women,  found  it  did  them  no  good  to 
“stand  at  the  door  of  America  and  knock”  as 
they  did  in  1955.  America  had  to  be  —  still  must 
be  —  rebuilt,  changed.  Racism  will  not  vanish 
without  a  profound  struggle. 

I  have  always  been  surprised  GCN  survived, 
because  there  is  such  a  division  between  the  “gay 
men’s  community”  which  too  often  has  only  civil 
rights  on  its  agenda  and  the  “lesbian 
community”  which  has  wages,  job  categories, 
child  care,  rape,  etc.,  automatically  on  the  agen¬ 


da.  And  in  the  process  of  dealing  with  these  things 
one  always  hopes  that  both  women  and  men  will 
realize  that  we  who  are  queer  do  not  want  into  the 
military  —  we  want  to  redefine  our  society  so  that 
it  does  not  have  a  military.  We  do  not  want  to 
play  with  war  toys,  but  to  abolish  them.  With  the 
gay  conservatives  around  Reagan,  1  have  nothing 
at  all  in  common  except  my  sexuality,  which,  as  I 
grow  older,  is  less  and  less  an  imperative.  That  is 
certainly  enough  of  a  common  ground  for  coali¬ 
tion  work  to  fight  the  Cardinals,  Rabbis,  and 
Evangelists  who  want  to  impose  their  bigotry  on 
us.  And  when  one  builds  and  works  in  coalitions, 
one  works  with  the  Communist  Party  on  some 
issues,  with  Catholics  on  other  issues,  and  cer¬ 
tainly,  on  some  issues,  with  conservatives.  It  is 
true  that  chanting  about  our  “radicalism”  isn’t 
even  truly  radical,  and  that  one  of  the  jobs  is  fin¬ 
ding  ways  of  linking  with  and  being  understood 
by  working  people  who  are  hardly  role  models  for 
sexual  tolerance  (or  feminism).  But  if  our  job  is  to 
change  the  society,  then  we  build  one  set  of  coali¬ 
tions  while  if  our  job  is  to  change  only  those  laws 
that  hold  back  gay  men  —  white  gay  men  —  then 
we  build  a  different  set  of  coalitions. 

I’m  glad  Art  Cohen’s  article  was  run.  I  know  it 
will  provoke  a  great  deal  of  discussion.  1  sense 
that  there  is  no  “correct  answer”  to  the  questions 
raised  in  the  GCN  editorial  (February  22)  and  one 
value  of  GCA  is  its  willingness  to  keep  going  issue 
after  issue  knowing  it  doesn’t  have  all  the 
answers,  or  even  perhaps  any  of  them.  In  our 
society,  the  questions  are  what  we  must  attend  to. 
To  ask  them,  as  GCN  has,  and  to  pursue  them, 
issue  after  issue,  is  to  be  involved  in  the  process  of 
answering  them. 

Fraternally, 

David  McReynolds 
New  York,  NY 

hunting  the  hunters 

Dear  GCN: 

I’m  doing  research  on  police  tactics.  In  par¬ 
ticular,  I  would  like  to  hear  from  readers  of  GCN 
who  have  some  experience  with  hustling  and 
hustlers,  especially  the  ways  hustlers  are  treated 
when  they  are  harassed  by  the  police. 

I  need  to  gather  details  about  what  kind  of 
threats  the  police  have  used  when  trying  to  get  in¬ 
formation  about  sex  partners  (e.g.  threats  about 
putting  hustlers  in  mental  hospitals,  or  jail  if  they 
didn’t  give  info  about  johns).  This  is  the  untold 
story  behind  the  presence  in  prison  of  many  gay 
men;  that  young  people  were  literally  abused, 
physically  or  psychologically,  in  order  to  get 
evidence  that  would  put  a  gay  man  in  prison  for 
“abusing”  (having  consensual  sex  with!)  that 
young  person. 

I’m  also  doing  some  study  of  the  incidence  of 
suicide  among  young  gay  people.  Rep.  Studds  has 
sent  me  the  data  and  I’m  putting  something 
together. 

Oh,  I  make  these  people  nervous  in  here.  If  we 
just  would  put  our  collective  minds  together  more 
and  raised  our  consciousness  about  some  of  the 
realities,  we’d  make  some  progress.  I’m  working 
on  a  long  sexy  story  for  the  next  Fag  Rag.  They 
harass  me,  but  I  stay  polite.  It  drives  them  crazy! 
Love, 

Robert  Jude  Ryan 
79022  CN  861  lEE 
Trenton,  NJ  08625 

downhill  for  the 
swp 

Dear  GCN: 

Thanks  for  Michael  Bronksi’s  appreciation  of 
Carl  Wittman  (GCN,  February  15,  1986).  I  never 
met  Carl,  but  his  “Gay  Manifesto”  made  a  big 
impression  on  me  when  I  first  read  it.  Here’s  an 
anecdote  for  your  readers  dating  from  those 
times. 

In  1971,  just  after  the  Socialist  Workers  Party 
decided  not  to  ban  homosexuals  from  member¬ 
ship  anymore,  I  and  my  friend  Lee  Smith  were  in¬ 
vited  to  meet  with  the  Administrative  Committee 
of  the  SWP  (the  half  dozen  or  so  men  and  women 
who  ran  party  affairs  on  a  day-to-day  basis).  The 
topic  was  how  to  present  the  party’s  new-found 
support  for  gay  liberation  in  the  party’s  paper, 
for  which  we  both  wrote.  It  was  decided  that  I 
would  write  a  three-part  series  (only  two  of  which 
were  published,  because  of  my  alleged  pro¬ 
homosexual  bias).  But  the  thing  that  struck  me 
most  about  the  meeting  was  the  fact  that  one  of 
the  most  reluctant  and  vocal  leaders  —  Barry 
Sheppard  —  who  had  actually  read  a  few  things 
emanating  from  the  gay  press,  cited  Carl  Witt- 
man’s  “Gay  Manifesto”  as  a  reason  for  special 
caution  toward  gay  liberation.  The  sections  that 
really  got  to  him  were  on  piss-drinking  and  shit. 
To  me,  these  were  not  the  most  important  sec¬ 
tions  of  the  manifesto,  interesting  though  they 
may  have  been,  especially  to  this  man.  But  this 
constipated  heterosexist  chose  to  see  it  as  the  tree 
that  blocked  out  the  forest.  From  then  on,  it  was 
downhill  for  the  SWP.  It’s  hard  to  recall  even  that 
it  was  once  involved  in  the  gay  movement.  My  on¬ 
ly  regret  is  that  I  did  not  follow  my  instincts  then 
and  mail  this  man  a  turd. 

Yours  for  liberation, 

David  Thorstad 
New  York,  NY 


Interim  Art  Coordinator 

GCN  seeks  a  temporary  Art  Coor¬ 
dinator  through  early  April,  begin¬ 
ning  immediately.  The  coordinator  is 
responsible  for  designing  —  or 
assigning  to  volunteer  artists  — 
each  week’s  front  cover,  center- 
spread  feature,  and  advertisements, 
as  well  as  overseeing  weekly  pro¬ 
duction. 

Qualifications:  Strong  design  sen¬ 
sibility  and  experience  in  graphic  art 
and  layout;  familiarity  with  GCN,  the 
collective’s  politics  and/or  process 
helpful. 

Salary:  $1 60/week.  The  position  af¬ 
fords  some  independence  and  in¬ 
volvement  in  a  friendly  and  pro¬ 
vocative  work  environment. 

To  apply  please  call  Laurie  or 
Gordon  immediately  at  (617) 
426-4469. 


support  a  rape 
survivor 

Dear  GCN: 

Yesterday,  I  saw  my  lover’s  rapist.  I  only  saw 
his  back;  he  was  sitting,  handcuffed,  next  to  his 
lawyer.  This  man  raped  my  lover  almost  nine 
months  ago,  but  once  again  his  trial  has  been 
postponed.  This  is  the  fifth  time  since  December 
that  the  trial  has  been  postponed,  and  this  time  it 
affected  me  more  than  the  others.  This  was  the 
first  time  I’d  seen  him,  and  from  the  back  he 
looked  pretty  ordinary  —  a  “regular  guy,”  the 
kind  I  see  every  day,  the  kind  who  could  do  to  me 
what  he  did  to  her. 

And  I  know,  intimately,  what  he  did  to  her, 
what  he  did  to  her  even  eight  months  later.  I  know 
the  nightmares,  the  cold  sweats,  the  recoil  at  the 
sight  of  a  husky,  blond  man.  I  know  the  rage,  the 
pain,  the  confusion,  the  fear,  the  loneliness,  the 
self-blame.  I  know,  but  I  do  not  know  like  she 
knows.  I  don’t  want  to  know,  but  there  is  no 
guarantee,  there  is  no  safety. 

I  have  done  my  best  to  support  her,  but  my  best 
hasn’t  always  been  enough.  What  she  needs  now 
is  the  support  of  a  community.  She  was  raped 
because  she  is  a  lesbian.  She  needs  to  know  that 
other  lesbians  can  see  themselves  in  what  hap¬ 
pened  to  her  and  be  angry.  She  needs  to  know  that 
what  happened  to  her  is  not  just  an  isolated  inci¬ 
dent  but  part  of  a  spectrum  of  sexist  and  homo- 
phobic  violence  directed  at  women  and  gay  men. 

This  trial  has  been  continually  delayed  in  order 
to  frustrate  her,  and  it  has  worked.  Many  people 
have  been  supportive,  but  with  so  many  last- 
minute  schedule  changes,  it’s  hard  to  get  a  large 
turnout  for  court  dates.  This  time,  however,  the 
judge  has  ordered  no  further  continuations.  The 
trial  will  take  place  in  the  first  available  room  next 
week.  It  will  probably  start  Monday,  March  3,  or 
Tuesday,  March  4,  and  it  will  probably  take  a  few 
days.  It’s  at  the  Suffolk  County  Courtroom  in 
Government  Center.  You  can  call  (617)  426-4469 
for  the  exact  time  and  room  (as  soon  as  we  know). 
If  you  can’t  come,  letters  of  support  can  be  sent  to 
PO  Box  1311,  Kendall  Square  Station,  Cam¬ 
bridge,  MA  02142.  If  you  can  come  —  for  an 
hour,  for  a  day,  for  the  whole  time  —  please  do. 

We  need  to  show  that  when  a  lesbian  is  raped,  it 
affects  us  all. 

Name  withheld 

(for  privacy  and  safety,  not  because  we’re 
ashamed) 


Defense  Committee 
Update 

The  next  Duke  Watch  will  be  at  a 
Dukakis  fundraiser  hosted  by  Larry 
DiCara  at  his  home,  311  Ashmont  St.  in 
Dorchester  on  Monday,  March  3  at  6:30 
p.m....  To  get  involved  with  Gay  and 
Lesbian  Defense  Committee  planning, 
come  to  the  next  coordinating  committee 
meeting  on  Tuesday,  March  14  at  37 
Pleasant  St.  in  Cambridge.  New 
members  should  come  for  an  orientation 
at  7  p.m.  The  meeting  itself  starts  at  7:30. 
Call  Laurie  at  426-4469  for  details....  For 
more  information  about  all  GLDC  ac¬ 
tivities,  call  the  hotline  at  628-6007. 


Numbers  Game 

Two  issues  in  February  were  er¬ 
roneously  given  the  same  issue  number 
—  Vol.  13,  No.  31 .  The  February  15  issue 
was  actually  Vol.  13,  No.  30.  We  regret 
any  confusion  this  may  have  caused. 
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Gay  Community  News  is  produced  by  a  col¬ 
lective  dedicated  to  providibg  coverage  of 
events  and  news  in  the  interest  of  gay  and 
lesbian  liberation.  The  collective  consists  of 
a  paid  staff  of  eleven,  a  general  membership 
of  volunteers,  and  a  board  of  directors 
elected  by  the  membership.  The  paper  is  pub¬ 
lished  weekly  (except  a  week  in  December 
and  a  week  in  August)  by  the  Bromfield 
Street  Education  Foundation,  Inc.,  a  non¬ 
profit  corporation. 

Opinions  reflected  in  “editorials"  represent 
the  views  of  the  paid  staff  collective.  Signed 
letters  and  columns  represent  the  views  and 
opinions  of  the  authors  only.  We  encourage 
all  readers  to  send  us  comments,  criticism, 
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Speaking  Out - 

The  Case  for  Gay  Atheism 

By  Bill  Leubrie 


In  these  days  of  increasing  anti-gay  paranoia  and  religious  homophobia,  it  seems  more 
important  than  ever  to  review  briefly  the  case  for  gay  atheism,  together  with  some  of  its  in¬ 
sights  on  our  present  plight  and  ultimate  liberation. 

All  religions  are  founded  in  mythology  of  one  kind  or  another.  While  modern  cults 
often  create  their  own,  whole  and  complete,  ancient  religions  evolved  from  the  stories 
curious,  questioning  people  invented  to  explain  the  very  fact  of  the  world  and  themselves  in 
it.  To  primitive  peoples,  the  only  possible  cosmology  would  be  one  containing  vast,  terrible 
powers,  quick  to  anger  and  slow  to  propitiation.  One  can  see  this  as  easily  in  Zeus’  thunder¬ 
bolt  as  in  the  Biblical  flood. 

In  a  time  when  oral  tradition  was  the  only  means  of  passing  on  information,  even  the 
most  fanciful  story  could  take  on  an  air  of  ancient  wisdom  in  only  a  few  generations.  Subse¬ 
quent  events  would  be  worked  into  the  fabric  by  storytellers,  some  many  times  removed 
from  the  actual  events,  to  create  a  consistent,  self -corroborating  mythos.  Storytellers,  as  vir¬ 
tually  the  only  form  of  passive  entertainment,  were  and  are  extremely  important  to  primitive 
peoples.  An  older  person,  no  longer  able  to  fend  for  him/erself,  could  prove  her/is  right  to 
continued  maintenance  by  functioning  as  a  repository  of  the  tribe’s  ancient  wisdom.  Other 
storytellers  traveled  from  place  to  place,  their  reception  and  reward  often  depending  not 
merely  on  their  quantity  of  knowledge,  but  on  their  inventiveness  and  imagination  in  the 
small  details  that,  together,  make  up  a  cracking  good  story.  Over  generations,  the  best  of 
these  elaborated  stories  would  be  remembered  and  take  on  the  aura  of  legendary 
verisimilitude. 

In  the  Western  tradition  alone,  there  are  many  mythological  belief  systems,  from  the  ‘ 
polytheistic  systems  of  Egypt,  Greece  and  the  Norsemen  to  the  monotheistic  mythology  of 
the  Judeo-Christian-Moslem  tradition.  Although  these  differ  in  quantity  and  potency  of 
gods,  they  all  evolved  from  people’s  ignorance  of  their  origins  and  of  the  mechanics  of  their 
environment,  as  amplified  by  the  effects  of  oral  tradition.  Anyone  who  has  ever  played  the 
child’s  game  of  “Telephone”  knows  all  s/he  needs  to  about  the  effects  of  oral  tradition. 

Additionally,  when  we  deal  with  more  recent  religions,  another  sort  of  mythology 
comes  into  play,  that  of  the  PR  man.  For  example,  if  you  were  interested  in  Rev.  Sun  Myung 
Moon  and  his  church,  would  you  read  an  authorized  biography  as  compiled  by  his  army  of 
zealous  PR  men,  or  would  you  prefer  more  impartial  and  possibly  more  critical  journalistic 
reports?  The  disinterested  reader  would  probably  do  both  to  gain  a  balanced  impression. 
Why,  then,  would  anyone  take  at  face  value  the  gospels  of  Mathew,  Mark,  Luke  and  John? 
After  all,  these  Gosepls  were  written  for  the  same  reason  as  Rev.  Moon’s  authorized 
biography:  to  gain  converts.  Yet,  due  to  a  total  lack  of  corroborating  historical  record,  we 
have  no  way  of  knowing  where  the  Gospel  writers  may  have  stretched  the  facts. 

While  mythological  belief  systems  may  have  been  inevitable  among  primitive  and 
developing  peoples,  they  are  hardly  appropriate  to  our  late  20th  century  civilization  embo¬ 
dying  relatively  advanced  principles  of  physics,  geology  and  anthropology.  These  provide  a 
framework  for  understanding  the  origins  of  man,  this  planet,  the  universe,  and  the  forces 
controlling  all  of  them  which  is  a  good  deal  more  cohesive,  less  anthropomorphic,  and  more 
in  tune  with  observable  phenomena  than  any  such  framework  provided  by  an  ancient 
mythology.  As  a  consequence,  mythology,  originally  the  invention  of  people  curious  about 
their  world,  has  become  the  refuge  of  people  who  are  just  the  opposite,  who  are  unwilling  or 
unable  to  think  for  themselves,  to  ask  questions  or  profit  by  the  answers. 

When  one  finally  decides  to  live  in  the  present  time,  one  can  accept  mythology  for  its 
undoubted  literary  and  human  value,  and  yet  reject  it  as  absolute  truth.  And,  without  the 
mythological  framework  to  back  it  up,  it  quickly  becomes  apparent  that  not  one  single  shred 
of  credible  evidence  exists  to  support  belief  in  any  god  or  gods  whatsoever.  True,  faith  asks 
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no  proof.  However,  only  in  questioning  lies  discovery.  For  people  truly  interested  in  finding 
what  truths  about  the  universe  may  exist,  faith,  then,  is  an  obstacle  to  enlightenment,  not 
the  enlightenment  itself. 

Given  the  total  absence  of  any  evidence  to  the  contrary,  it  is  reasonable  to  suppose 
that  no  gods  exist  outside  the  psychologically  aberrant  imaginations  of  fanatics  and  the  un¬ 
questioning  minds  of  the  ordinary  people  who  follow  them.  Without  a  god,  then,  to  direct 
their  activities,  it  becomes  possible  to  understand  the  multitudinous  contradictions  in  the 
histories  of  organized  religions.  In  the  pre-Nazi  era,  a  wry  thinker  once  remarked  that,  given 
the  New  Testament’s  emphasis  on  peace,  tolerance,  and  brotherly  love,  he  found  it  unsettl¬ 
ing  that  Christian  churches,  taken  together  over  all  their  histories,  had  been  responsible  for 
more  war,  oppression,  torture  and  death  than  any  other  institution  in  the  history  of 
mankind.  Among  many,  many  other  groups  it  has  oppressed,  Christianity’s  record  regar¬ 
ding  gay  people  is  particularly  atrocious.  For  hundreds  of  years,  the  Catholic  church’s 
policy  was  to  burn  at  the  stake  any  and  all  who  came  to  its  notice  as  homosexuals.  And, 
although  the  medieval  church’s  inheritors  in  oppression  on  today’s  extremist  religious  right 
do  not  have  the  power  to  murder  us  legally,  the  continuing  shame  is  that  they  seem  to  regard 
the  loss  of  this  power  with  regret!  And,  again  with  regret,  they’ve  mostly  agreed  they’ll  settle 
for  merely  denying  us  civil  and  human  rights,  quarantining  us,  or,  at  the  least,  ostracizing  us 
socially,  if  more  bloodthirsty  remedies  are  denied  them. 

As  a  gay  person,  this  enrages  me.  That  anyone  should  practice  or  advocate  genocidal 
policies  against  us,  and  merely  for  the  sake  of  a  god  who  cannot  even  be  shown  to  exist,  is  a 
past  atrocity  and  a  current  obscenity  greater  than  that  found  in  any  porn  shop. 

Should  the  Catholic  church,  for  instance,  ever  be  forgiven  for  this?  For  the  untold 
numbers  of  us  they’ve  murdered?  For  the  millions  of  lives  they’ve  wrecked?  One  might  as 
well  ask  if  Jews  should  ever  forgive  the  Nazis  for  decimating  their  people;  many  would  argue 
that  they  should  not,  lest  the  obscenity  of  Naziism  re-arise.  Yet,  what  godfearing  Christians 
have  done  to  our  people  over  the  centuries  is  little  better.  Why,  then,  should  we  endure 
them,  and  even  plead  with  them  for  tolerance?  Rather,  we  should  defy  them  and  denounce 
them  for  the  ignorant,  superstitious  scourge  they  are. 

This  must  be  a  particularly  serious  matter  for  gay  Christians.  True,  they  renounce  past 
religious  oppression  against  us,  and  should  bear  no  share  of  guilt  for  it.  Yet,  their  participa¬ 
tion  in  organizations  such  as  the  Catholic  church,  which  has  murdered  us  in  the  past  and 
continues  to  oppress  us  in  the  present,  suggests  the  at  least  partial  support  of  our  community 
for  such  organizations  and  their  policies.  Do  we  wish  to  endorse  our  own  oppression?  That 
some  gay  people  can  profess  adherence  to  the  myths  used  to  oppress  us  lends  credibility  to 
those  myths,  strengthening  the  hand  of  the  oppressor  against  us.  Gay  Christians  seem  to 
find  themselves  caught  in  the  middle.  Perhaps  this  is  why,  while  extolling  the  beauties  of 
simple  Christian  faith  and  fellowship,  some  gay  Christians  also  advocate  appeasement  of 
the  oppressor  society,  a  policy  which,  if  history  can  be  believed,  will  only  help  the  religious 
extremists  to  destroy  us. 

I  deny  no  one  his/er  right  to  believe  in  whatever  superstitious  anachronism  s/he 
pleases.  And,  I  applaud  whatever  good  works  gay  religious  organizations  may  do,  although 
I  note  that  one  does  not  need  a  religious  organization  to  do  good  works.  Yet,  I  cannot  see 
religion’s  contribution  to  our  ultimate  liberation.  Until  we  can  reject  and  repudiate  the 
mythology  and  superstition  with  which  we  are  oppressed,  we  never  will  be  free. 

Bill  Leubrie  lives  in  Chicago. 

“Speaking  Out”  is  part  of  our  continuing  effort  to  provide  a  true  forum  of  opinion 
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possible,  held  to  under  5  pages  in  length.  The  GCN  staff  collective  reserves  the 
right  to  limit  length  and  number  of  signatures  in  “Speaking  Out.”  The  opinions  ex¬ 
pressed  in  “Speaking  Out”  do  not  necessarily  reflect  the  views  of  the  newspaper, 
the  staff,  or  the  advertisers.  Write  c/o  Speaking  Out,  GCN,  167  Tremont  St.,  5th  FI., 
Boston,  MA  02111. 

Gay  Community  News  is 
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pubiication.  Have  you  sub¬ 
scribed  yet?  You  save  $21.00 
off  the  newsstand  price  when 
you  purchase  a  one-year  sub¬ 
scription.  (So  do  it  today  and 
don't  miss  another  issue!) 
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March  against  Racism 


Continued from  page  1 

Against  Racism,”  but  not  many 
organizations  of  lesbians  or  gay 
men. 

Asked  why  she  came  to  the 
march,  participant  Christine  Bush 
said,  “I  don’t  feel  secure  as  a  white 
person  in  Philadelphia  knowing 
that  that  kind  of  hatred  and 
destruction  of  people’s  lives  is  be¬ 
ing  accepted  and  very  little  done 
about  it  —  this  was  k  y  for  me  in 
both  the  MOVE  incident  and  the 
incident  in  Southwest 
Philadelphia.  Both  racism  and 
homophobia  are  based  on  a  fear  of 
otherness  and  difference.  Black 
people  are  harassed  or  denied  ac¬ 
cess  or  beaten  or  killed  and  the 
same  thing  happens  to  gay  people. 
When  Black  people  try  to  move  in¬ 
to  the  white  model  of  what 
America  is,  they  get  a  reaction  like 
in  Southwest  Philadelphia.  And 
when  lesbians  and  gay  men 
become  visible  and  state  the  words 
lesbian  or  gay  we  become  targets 
of  the  same  cycle  of  oppression  — 
discrimination,  harassment, 
violence.” 

Bush  said  she  felt  good  about 
not  having  to  be  closeted  as  a  les¬ 


bian  at  the  march,  and  said  there 
was  a  visible  presence  of  lesbians 
and  gay  men  —  she  had  marched 
behind  a  Black  lesbian  group  and 
in  front  of  a  banner  that  read 
“Fund  AIDS  research  not  STAR 
WARS.” 

The  most  often  heard  chants  of 
the  day  were  “Hey,  hey,  ho,  ho, 
racism  has  got  to  go”  and  “We’re 
gonna  beat  back  the  racist 
attack.”  Another  chant  at  one 
point  was  “Gay,  straight,  Black, 
white,  same  struggle,  same  fight.” 

Betsey  Piette,  of  the  All  Peoples 
Congress,  told  GCN  in  an  inter¬ 
view  after  the  march,  “This  was 
not  the  kind  of  march  that  said, 
‘Racism,  go  away.’  We  said,  ‘We 
will  not  tolerate  racism.’” 

There  were  a  number  of  unions 
with  banners  at  the  march,  in¬ 
cluding  the  American  Postal 
Workers  Union,  the  American 
Federation  of  State,  County  and 
Municipal  Employees  (AFSCME), 
the  American  Clothing  and  Textile 
Workers  Union  (ACTWU),  the 
United  Auto  Workers  (UAW), 
and  the  United  Transit  Workers 
(Greyhound  workers). 
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The  coalition  that  organized  the 
march  was  temporary  and  intends 
to  disband.  However,  Joubert  said 
they  had  received  a  number  of  calls 
from  Latinos  living  in  white 
neighborhoods,  complaining 
about  harassment  by  their 
neighbors.  She  said  these  calls 
were  exciting  because,  in  her  ex¬ 
perience,  there  has  not  been  such 
public  discussion  of  these  things 
before. 

The  march  received  extensive 
and  very  favorable  press  coverage 
in  Philadelphia  by  all  the  television 
networks;  the  Philadelphia  In¬ 
quirer,  the  Philadelphia  Tribune,  a 
Black  community  paper;  and  the 
Daily  News. 


Banner  at  the  Feb.  15  Philadelphia  march  against  racism 


Sex  and  the  Law 


Continued  from  page  3 

The  one  flaw  is  this  extraor¬ 
dinarily  well-coordinated  event 
was  a  simple  lack  of  time  for  issues 
raised  to  be  debated  directly. 
There  were  questions  from  the 
floor,  including,  1)  If,  as  Scondras 
asserted,  gay  people  voting  as  a 
bloc  could  assume  real  political 
power,  why  haven’t  women,  who 
are  53  percent  of  the  population, 
assumed  any  real  power?;  2)  Is  this 
symposium  overlooking  the 
realities  of  those  lesbians  and  gay 
men,  who,  in  or  out  of  court. 


don’t  pass?;  3)  Why  not,  when 
lobbying  legislators,  talk  directly 
about  sex?  But  in  the  brief  spate 
between  panels,  there  wasn’t  much 
time  or  energy  for  a  back-and- 
forth.  We  had  to  take  the  debate 
inside  ourselves  home. 

The  text  of  this  symposium  will 
be  published  in  the  New  York 
University  Review  of  Law  and 
Social  Change.  For  more  informa¬ 
tion,  contact  the  review  at  719  Broad¬ 
way,  5th  fl..  New  York,  NY  10003. 


Coming  Out 

We  invite  readers  to  submit 
articles  for  “Coming  Out,”  a 
series  in  which  lesbians  and  gay 
men  tell  the  stories  of  their  in¬ 
dividual  ^exual,  social,  emo¬ 
tional  and  political  emergence. 
The  articles  should  be  no 
longer  than  5  pages  (typed, 
double-spaced  please).  Send  to 
Coming  Out,  GCN,  167  Tre- 
mont  St.,  5th  floor,  Boston, 
MA  02111. 
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“AN  ENERGETIC  ROMP 

funny... a  technical  miracle.” 

— Jan  Herman,  New  York  Daily  News 


“RELENTLESSLY  UPBEAT... ‘Parting 
Glances’  has  a  party  feeling  of  its 
own... A  lively  style  and  handsome  look, 
the  latter  particularly  impressive  in  a  low- 
budget,  independent  project... Mr.  Buscemi 
has  a  powerfully  anarchic  presence... and 
he  makes  a  memorable  impression!’ 

—Janet  Maslin,  New  York  Times 

“HUMOR,  INTELLIGENCE... The 
supporting  characters  are  sympathetic, 
human... ruefully  funny.  Wiry  and 
frenetic,  Buscemi  looks  like  a  cross 
between  Klaus  Kinski  and  Keith 
Carradine;  his  scathing,  sardonic  wit  is  a 
welcome  counterpoint.” 

—Joseph  Gehnis,  Newsday 

“A  LANDMARK... As  emotionally  precise 
as  anything  to  come  out  of  Hollywood  in 
the  last  ten  years... It  deserves  all  the 
applause  it  gets.” 

— Ed  Sikov,  New  York  Native 

“BREAKS  NEW  GROUND. .  .Sherwood 
turns  gay  and  straight  stereotypes  on 
their  heads... [He]  makes  us— whatever 
our  orientation— see  this  strange  new 
world  through  the  eyes  of  its  denizens. 

The  movie  has  a  rich,  upscale  look  that’s 
astounding.” 

— David  Edelstein,  Village  Voice 
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Join  Hands:  part  2 


Men  Against  Sexism 


Edited  by  Mike  Riegle 

I’ve  been  trying  for  years  now 
to  understand  better  why  gay  peo¬ 
ple  (and  women,  and  people  of 
color,  and  “unattractive  people”, 
and  poor  people,  etc.  etc.)  aren’t 
more  interested  in  having  some  in¬ 
fluence  on  the  social  “justice” 
process  (the  “domestic  repression 
business,”  a  friend  of  mine  calls 
it).  Maybe  we  feel  deep  down  we 
deserve  what  we  get.  Hard  to  say. 
Probably  as  many  answers  as 
there  are  people. 

This  second 

reminiscence/reminder  of  the  Join 
Hands,  gay  prisoners’  newsletter, 
is  a  selection  of  pieces  written  by 
members  of  a  group  called  “Men 
Against  Sexism”  (MAS)  that  ex¬ 
isted  during  the  late  70s  in  the 
Walla  Walla  penitentiary  in 
Washington  state.  It  not  only 
shows  a  case  of  people  organizing 
themselves  to  have  some  ‘in¬ 
fluence’  on  the  sense  of  ‘social 
justice’  that  prevailed  where  they 
were,  but  also  provides  an  exam¬ 
ple  of  people  realizing  that  being 
trod  upon  (as  prisoners  are,  for 
example)  doesn’t  necessarily  mean 
you  won’t  tread  upon  others,  just 
because  you  know  what  it  feels 
like.  They  also  focus  on  the  fact 
that  to  be  trod  upon  is  also  to  be  a 
little  “twisted”,  and  that  part  of 
yourself  (sexist  and  homophobic 
attitudes  in  men,  in  this  case) 
needs  as  much  attention  as  does 
the  “political”  problem. 

What  follows  is  the  first  state¬ 
ment  in  Join  Hands  of  the 
presence  in  Walla  Walla  of  MAS. 
•  •  • 

Men  Against  Sexism  (MAS)  is  a 
multi-racial  group  of  gay  and  anti¬ 
sexist  prisoners  who  are  confined 
in  the  Washington  State  Pen  at 
Walla  Walla.  The  homophobic 


conditions  of  our  confinement 
have  caused  us  to  organize  for 
self-defense.  Our  purpose  is  to 
combat  some  of  the  more  obvious 
forms  of  gay  oppression,  the  ex¬ 
ploitation  of  weaker  prisoners, 
and  other  manifestations  of  sex¬ 
ism.  This  also  includes  dealing 
with  our  own  backward  attitudes 
towards  each  other  and  our 
brothers  and  sisters  on  the  out¬ 
side. 

In  keeping  with  these  goals  we 
have  implemented  several  pro¬ 
grams  aimed  at  increasing  the 
quality  of  life  for  gay  and  passive 
prisoners.  We  meet  the  “chain” 
[the  bus  that  new  prisoners  arrive 
on]  each  week  and  provide  orien¬ 
tation,  safe  cells  and  escort  ser¬ 
vices  for  vulnerable  prisoners.  We 
also  are  working  on  pulling  gay 
and  passive  prisoners  out  of  pro¬ 
tective  custody  and  giving  them 
what  support  and  protection  we 
can  provide.  So  far,  no  one  has 
yet  had  to  check  back  into  protec¬ 
tive  custody.  We  write  articles  and 
do  other  forms  of  anti-sexist 
education  within  the  population. 
We  want  to  conduct  workshops 
on  such  subjects  as  rape, 
masculinity,  and  homosexuality. 

Just  a  few  weeks  ago  the 
prison’s  Protestant  chaplain  at¬ 
tempted  to  prevent  a  Minister  of 
the  Metropolitan  Community 
Church  from  performing  services 
to  gay  prisoners.  The  next  day  the 
Protestant  chaplain  attempted  to 
give  a  sermon  on  the  “evils”  of 
homosexuality.  About  fifteen  of 
us  disrupted  his  preaching  to  ask 
why  he  was  interfering  with  gay 
peoples’  right  to  religious 
freedom.  As  a  result  of  this  con¬ 
frontation,  his  position  seems  to 
have  ch^mged  and  he  is  even  help¬ 
ing  us  find  cells  for  gay  prisoners. 
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The  other  day  two  prisoners 
“sold”  a  gay  cellmate  to  another 
prisoner.  We  moved  into  the 
situation  and  smashed  the  deal. 
The  “property”  was  moved  into 
one  of  our  cells  and  is  under 
escort.  So  far,  we  have  not  had  to 
deal  in  any  violence. 

We  are  no  different  than  you 
when  it  comes  to  violence.  The 
thought  of  it  scares  us.  In  an  ef¬ 
fort  to  reduce  this  ugly  possibility 
we  are  doing  two  things:  first  of 
all  we  are  asking  the  leaders  of  the 
various  clubs  within  the  prison  to 
take  a  stand  in  support  of  gay 
rights.  We  are  also  distributing  ar¬ 
ticles  explaining  the  nature  of  our 
oppression  to  prisoners  in  the 
general  population.  The  second 
thrust  of  our  effort  is  to  create  a 
strong  base  of  support  on  the  out¬ 
side.  This  article  is  part  of  that  ef¬ 
fort. 

In  order  to  win  the  respect  of 
our  fellow  prisoners  and  to  secure 
our  democratic  rights,  we  must  be 
coming  from  a  position  of 
strength.  An  important  part  of 
tjhis  strength  depends  on  the 
amount  of  support  we  can  muster 
from  the  gay  communities  on  the 
outside.  Straight  prisoners,  as  well 
as  the  prison  administration,  need 
to  witness  the  way  gays  care  about 
each  other;  they  need  to  see  our 


We  are  divided  and  deformed  and  we  have 
lots  of  work  to  do  among  ourselves  to  undo 
the  terrible  damage  the  system  has  done  to  us. 
It  is  impossible  to  talk  about  liberating 
ourselves  in  any  degree  when  we  have  the 
staters  boot  on  our  necks,  and  our  own  boot 
on  our  brothers  ’  and  sisters  ’  necks. 


power.  For  it  is  in  our  feeling  for 
each  other  that  our  power  lies. 

We  will  be  able  to  sustain  a  high 
level  of  struggle  if  we  have  your 
interest  and  support.  Send  re¬ 
quests  for  additional  information 
to:  Rick  English,  Men  Against 
Sexism,  PO  Box  520,  Walla  Walla 
WA  99362. 

•  •  • 

In  the  next  issue  of  Join  Hands, 
No. 13,  we  find  this:  “In  this  arti¬ 


cle  we  continue  our  coverage  of 
the  MAS  group.  We  are  excited  by 
this  example  of  gays  organizing 
and  hope  to  hear  from  other  gay 
prisoners  about  ways  that  gay 
prisoners  can  support  each 
other.”  (Really!) 

Men  Against  Sexism  was  born 
out  of  the  struggle  of  prisoners  to 
free  themselves  from  long  term 
Continued  on  page  10 
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The  Sexual  Object  as  Peer 


By  Jenifer  Firestone  and  Sue  Hyde 

Saturday,  January  11  —  A  miserable  day.  Late  to 
the  gym  in  the  morning.  Worked  out  'cause  we 
thought  we  should.  Spent  the  afternoon  wrangling 
over  tedious  details  with  our  political  action  group. 
Hated  the  Governor.  Hated  his  foster  care  policy. 

Hated  our  group.  And  worst  of  all,  hated  each  other . 
Did  some  last-minute  errands.  By  the  time  we 
showered  and  dressed  for  the  evening  we  weren't 
speaking  to  each  other. 

Life  isn't  easy  for  lesbian  activists.  First  the  world  is 
a  hard  place  to  live  in,  and  then  it  only  seems  to  get 
harder  as  we  keep  trying  to  do  something  about  it.  But 
when  we  walked  into  the  South  End  Gym  that  night  at 
about  10:30  p.m.,  our  weariness  dropped  away.  A 
crowd  of  dykes  defined  a  makeshift  stage  in  one  corner 
of  the  room,  and  there,  amid  laughter,  shouting  and, 
yes,  gaiety,  a  half  dozen  other  dykes  paraded  around 
modeling  high  heels.  Aaahh,  so  different  from  a 
political  meeting! 


Pat  escorts  a  high-heeled  contestant. 


The  Bad  Girl  Revue  —  Boston's  first  lesbian  strip 
show  —  originated  as  a  farewell  to  Pat  Tracey,  a  37-year 
resident  of  this  city.  Tracey's  friends  wanted  to  throw  a 
party  for  her  before  she  left  on  her  spiritual  and  physical 
journey.  When  one  or  two  of  them  said  they'd  like  to 
strip  at  the  party,  the  private  farewell  blossomed  into  a 
public  fantasy  fulfillment  for  performers  and  audience 
alike.  Ads  were  placed  in  local  queer  rags  and  flyers 
were  distributed  around  town,  announcing  the  show. 
And  although  it  wasn't  a  huge  crowd  that  turned  up  at 
the  gym  that  night,  word  of  the  party  obviously  had 
spread  beyond  Pat's  immediate  circle  of  friends. 

An  auction  whetted  our  appetites  —  or  whatever  — 
with  goods  and  services  ranging  from  a  home-buying- 
consultation  to  a  gift  certificate  from  a  Boston  shoe  store 
that  sells  only  "fuck-me"  pumps;  other  offerings  includ¬ 
ed  an  evening  with  a  butch  escort,  a  titty  whip  from  In¬ 
novations  in  Leather,  a  ride  on  Road  Rat's  bike 
"Chromosexual,"  and  a  one-hour  sm/bd  scene  with  a 


handsome  leather  dyke  who  assured  bidders  they  could 
process  for  an  hour  before  and  after  the  scene.  Women 
in  the  audience  seemed  a  bit  taken  aback  by  the  auc¬ 
tion,  perhaps  reluctant  to  seem  interested  in  kinky  sex 
or  sex  toys  but  also  not  having  lots  of  money  to  spend 
on  luxury  items.  And  later,  a  woman  in  the  audience 
commented  to  us  that  she  and  others  had  been  uncom¬ 
fortable  with  the  idea  of  sex  being  sold  that  night.  And 
so,  despite  the  charming,  funny,  and  smooth  facilitation 
by  the  two  tuxedoed  emcees,  the  auction  proceeded  a 
bit  unevenly,  with  some  women  bidding  lustily  and 
others  merely  observing. 

After  an  interlude  of  dancing,  schmoozing,  and 
anxiety,  the  mistresses  of  ceremonies  announced  that 
the  show  would  begin.  At  last!  We  circled  up  around  the 
"stage,"  in  chairs,  on  the  floor,  and  standing  in  the 
back.  Accompanied  by  forgettable  disco  music.  Cat  and 
Connie  bounded  out  from  behind  a  curtain  and  onto 
the  stage,  clad  in  scanty  but  100  percent  cotton  panties, 
miniscule  muscle  shirts,  and  lots  of  tattoos.  The  body¬ 
builders  posed  and  pumped  it  up,  obviously  the  proud 
proprietors  of  the  premises.  After  some  posing  and 
pumping,  the  girls  wiggled  out  of  their  shirts,  and  it  was 
clear  to  everyone  in  the  audience  —  including  us  —  that 
this  really  would  be  a  strip  show.  Women  were  going  to 
take  their  clothes  off,  and  we  were  going  to  watch. 

The  second  act,  however,  was  an  acute  tease.  Shan¬ 
non,  in  tuxedo  pants  and  shirt  (minus  the  buttons),  did 
an  uncharacteristically  seductive  break-dance.  Enticing 
the  audience  to  join  in  her  pelvic  gyrations,  this  Col¬ 
orado  baby  butch  had  more  than  one  spectator  in  body- 
to-body  limbo,  very  low  to  the  floor.  Shannon's  dancing 
had  more  energy  and  enthusiasm  than  polish,  but  she 
was  feisty  and  sexually  playful. 

That  butch  gave  way  to  a  femme,  who,  for  the  pur¬ 
pose  of  this  article,  we'll  call  "Sophia."  Sophia  has 
beautiful  large  breasts  and,  in  this,  her  maiden  strip,  we 


Who's  zoomin'  who? 


didn't  see  enough  of  them.  Her  black  lace  camisole  sans 
the  side  panels  and  bikini  panties  were  ravishingly  ris¬ 
que,  as  was  Sophia's  first  performance  of  the  peeling 
persuasion.  She  was  shy,  but  not  painfully  so,  and 
seemed  a  little  nervous  but  obviously  up  for  the  ex¬ 
perience.  Sometimes  when  her  demure  smile  grew  thin, 
she  looked  towards  her  friends  and  instantly  a  relaxed 
and  joyful  grin  came  out  like  sun  from  behind  the 
clouds. 

Next,  a  big  woman  took  the  stage.  Dressed  in  jeans 
and  a  t-shirt,  carrying  a  black  leather  jacket  slung  over 
one  shoulder,  Donna  was  disarmingly  ordinary¬ 
looking,  except  for  the  high  heels  in  one  hand.  She 
would  have  fit  in  any  number  of  scenes  from  lesbian  life 
—  a  demo,  a  party,  the  bar,  a  softball  game,  a  concert. 
She  tossed  the  jacket  on  the  chair  and  began  to  undress. 


Certainly  there  is  always  a  vulnerability  in  the  act  of  un¬ 
dressing,  an  exchange  of  one  identity  for  another.  But  as 
Donna  began  her  strip,  the  meaning  of  the  high,  heels 
became  clear.  Donna,  the  big  butch,  was  becoming 
Donna,  the  lacey  femme.  In  a  few  moments,  the  dyke 
we  all  would  have  known  anywhere  in  the  street  exr 
posed  flesh,  yes,  but  also  a  self-image  that  included  sex¬ 
iness,  seduction,  and  pride.  While  other  performers 
presented  themselves  to  us  in  one  persona  or  another. 


Emcees  with  effervescence,  Pat  and  Diane 


only  Donna  shared  with  the  audience  that  delicate  tran¬ 
sition.  So  calm  and  confident  was  she  in  her  strip  and 
dance  that  Donna  might  have  been  in  her  own 
bedroom,  acting  out  a  private  fantasy  for  a  lover  or  for 
herself. 

By  this  time,  the  crowd  was  getting  into  it.  Not  that 
they  weren't  into  it  from  the  start;  it  just  seemed  like  a 
lot  of  us  self-consciously  lusty  lesbos  didn't  quite  know 
how  to... "be". ..into  it.  How  were  we  supposed  to  res¬ 
pond  to  this  parade  of  dancing  and  next-to-naked 
sisters?  We  know  how  straight  men  leer  and  jeer  obnox¬ 
iously  at  women  in  these  and  other  situations.  And 
we  certainly  don't  want  to  behave  like  them,  right?  So 
what  is  the  "politically  correct"  way  to  be  turned  on  or 
simply  to  appreciate  these  sexy  and  gutsy  women?  For 
some,  this  wasn't  a  problem,  especially  since  many,  it 
seemed,  were  friends  or  lovers  of  the  dancers,  the 
organizers,  sound  technicians,  emcees,  etc.  The  friend¬ 
ship  network  allowed  the  intent  or  sentiment  behind 
the  cat-calls  and  dollar  bills  tucked  in  provocative 
places  to  be  supportive  rather  than  cynical.  At  times  it 
seemed  strange  to  those  of  us  who  weren't  sure  it  was 
okay  for  women  to  behave  like  this,  but  it  did  create  a 
raucous  atmosphere  which  compensated  for  the  rest  of 
us  who  were  shy,  polite,  uptight,  or  just  quietly  enrap: 
tured.  The  clever,  charming  and  witty  emcees  helped 
us  all  feel  more  confortable.  Diane  and  Pat's  narrative 
burbled  with  double-entendre  and  sexual  innuendo. 


Peggy  struts  her  stuff 


The  transformation  of  Donna  from  butch  to  femme 


while  they  beamed  adoration  for  the  performers.  Their 
effervescence  lent  confidence  to  the  dancers  and 
drew  the  audience  in  with  their  attitude  of  "this  is 
okay." 

The  next  act  helped  to  loosen  everybody  up.  The 
emcee  introduced  Peggy,  the  "mascot  slut  of  the  Mov¬ 
ing  Violations  Motorcycle  Gang."  This  was  obviously 
not  Peggy's  first  time.  A  professional  dancer  in  Boston's 
Combat  Zone,  Peggy  brought  an  air  of  ease,  comfort, 
and  explicit  sexuality  to  the  show.  Adorned  with  layers 
of  classic  jeweled  strippers'  regalia,  she  flounced 
around  the  entire  stage  to  the  tune  of  "Sisters  Are  Doing 
It  for  Themselves."  And  she  certainly  did  it  for  us. 
Removing  one  layer  of  beads  after  another  from  the 
vicinity  of  her  private  parts,  Peggy  struck  poses  that 


.esbians  Strip  for  Lesbians 


Beth  dares  us. 

made  eyes  bulge  and  panties  wet. 

After  such  a  hot  femme  performance,  the  pen¬ 
dulum  swung  back  to  butch  with  a  capital  B.  Beth,  in  full 
leather  drag,  danced  out  onto  the  stage  to  the  song  "I 
Love  a  Man  in  a  Uniform."  She  enthralled  us  with  a  slow 
and  elaborate  strip  that  involved  taking  off  many  spiked 
and  leather  accoutrements  —  a  vest,  a  hat,  a  couple  of 
bracelets,  a  choker.  She  tossed  them  to  people  in  the 
audience  as  though  her  garments  and  finery  were  roses 
or  candy  or  favors  from  royalty.  Beth  struck  poses  all 
around  the  stage,  showing  off  her  well-muscled  torso, 
eliciting  ooohs  and  aaahs  and  maintaining  a  lot  of  eye 


contact.  Of  all  the  performers,  Beth  was  the  most  direct 
in  her  interaction  with  the  audience,  tossing  clothes  at 
us  and  daring  us  to  look  away.  She  challenged  us  to  see 
the  sexual  object  as  the  peer,  breaking  the  barrier  of  the 
stage  and  commanding  our  attention. 

At  last  was  Road  Rat  as  Ramone,  another  kind  of 
butch  in  another  kind  of  uniform.  Dressed  in  cowboy 
clothes  and  a  mustache,  Ramone  crossed  the  line  from 
butch  dyke  to  male  impersonation.  To  complete  the 
picture  of  tall,  slim-hipped,  booted  and  levi-ed  dude,  a 
distinct  and  familiar-looking  bulge  took  up  a  lot  of  space 
in  her  jeans.  If  people  had  been  subdued  by  the  other 
acts,  they  were  absolutely  stunned  by  Ramone.  Lily 
Tomlin's  male  drag  pump  jockey  is  one  thing,  but  a 
woman  in  male  drag  who  we're  supposed  to  take 
seriously  and  appreciate  for  behaving  so  much  like  a 
‘  man  pushed  one  of  us  a  bit  far.  After  all,  it's  difficult  to 
take  the  real  thing  with  any  level  of  seriousness, 
especially  when  it  comes  attached  to  institutionalized 
and  strutting  sexism.  But  the  other  of  us  saw  in  Ramone 
an  androgynous  appeal  which  was  enhanced  by  exag¬ 
geration.  Like  everyone  else  in  the  show  that  night, 
'  Ramone  was  not  being  anyone  other  than  herself  — 
j  stretched  to  make  contact  with  cross-genderism.  When 
1  Ramone  took  off  her  shirt,  she  affirmed  to  us  her 
i  womanliness,  and  her  shape;  she  spoke  to  our 
'  queerness  and  not,  after  all,  to  some  aberrant  echo  of 

I 


heterosexuality. 

For  the  finale,  a  couple  of  dancers  did  encores. 
Sophia,  to  the  tune  of  "I  Am  What  I  Am,"  took  it  all  off, 
with  the  help  of  a  friend.  And  Peggy  returned  for  a 
reprise  strip.  The  whole  crowd  of  exhilarating  exhibi¬ 
tionists  danced  with  each  other  in  the  altogether  while 
the  admiring  audience  gave  them  a  standing  ovation. 
Maybe  everyone  was  just  tired  of  sitting  on  the  floor,  but 
from  all  appearances,  spectators  and  performers  alike 

had  had  a  wonderful  evening. 

*  *  * 


Although  there  exists  within  the  lesbian  and 
feminist  communities  a  clearly  articulated  analysis  of 
sexual  exploitation  of  women  by  men,  a  debate  rages 
concerning  similar  behavior  by  women  toward 
women.  Some  women  maintain  that  women  who  en¬ 
joy  porn,  have  non-relational  sex,  do  kinky  sex  or  s/m, 
or  participate  in  events  like  the  Bad  Cirl  Revue  have 
adopted  male-identified  behaviors  and  values.  Accor¬ 
ding  to  this  theory,  such  women  exploit  other  women, 
objectify  other  women;  they  don't  have  egalitarian 
relationships,  they  are  hedonistic  and  callow,  and  they 
commit  violence  or  promote  violence  against  other 
women.  The  other  side  of  the  argument  has  it  that  it  is 
positive  and  exciting  to  explore  sexuality  and  sex,  that 
women  can  take  control  of  sexuality  apart  from  men, 
that  women  can  be  sexual  agents,  and  that  it's  fun  and 
hot  and  legitimate  recreation  to  do  so.  At  the  Bad  Cirl 
Revue,  audience  and  dancers  both  leaned  heavily  and 
predictably  toward  the  latter  view.  Although  all  the 
dancers  were  objectified,  in  the  sense  of  being  looked 
at  in  primarily  sexual  terms,  no  one  said  she  felt  ex¬ 
ploited  by  that.  They  didn't  dance  at  the  party  because 
it  was  a  job;  they  weren't  forced  to  do  it;  they  weren't 
persuaded  to  do  it;  no  one  was  harassed  because  she 
danced.  Each  woman  made  her  own  decision  to  dance 
in  the  show,  and  about  how  far  she  wanted  to  go  in 
her  strip,  just  as  each  audience  member  had  decided 
to  come  to  the  gym  that  night.  A  few  women  left  the 
gym  before  the  show  was  over,  but  most  stayed  until 
the  end-. 

Sophia  told  us  after  the  show  that  she's  seen  women 
dancing  in  the  Zone,  and  "It  didn't  seem  like  people 
were  having  any  fun.  But  this  was  really  fun.  It's  a  turn¬ 
on.  It  should  be  empowering  to  women."  She  com¬ 
pared  it  to  her  first  time  at  the  Michigan  Womyn's  Music 
Festival. 

For  Donna,  dancing  and  stripping  affirmed  her  sex¬ 
iness  as  a  big  lesbian.  "I  finally  realized  I  was  never  go- 
ingfo  be  small  or  skinny.  But  I  also  realized  that  I'm  sexy 
and  attractive,  and  I  want  to  celebrate  that  and  enjoy 
myself,"  she  said. 

Peggy  told  us  that  stripping  for  women  was  very  dif¬ 
ferent  than  stripping  in  the  Zone.  "Women  really  ap¬ 
preciated  it,"  she  said,  while  in  the  Zone,  stripping  is 
her  job.  "I  think  about  doing  the  laundry  or  going 
grocery-shopping  while  I  dance  there."  The  audience's 
attentiveness  caused  Peggy  to  take  her  performance 
more  seriously  than  she  does  at  work.  "In  the  Zone,  I 
don't  worry  that  much  about  the  quality  of  the  show 
because  no  one's  paying  attention  anyway." 

Two  young  women  in  the  audience  said  they  had 
come  from  a  community  outside  the  Boston  metro  area. 
Too  young  to  go  to  the  bars,  they  said  the  party  and 
show  made  them  feel  included  in  the  lesbian  communi¬ 
ty  —  and  sexy,  too.  "People  here  are  really  friendly  and 
nice.  I  feel  like  I  belong  here,"  one  said. 

Two  other  women  said  that  despite  what  they 
called  the  show's  "low  production  values,"  they  had 
enjoyed  the  evening  and  were  glad  to  be  there.  One 
commented  that  she  thought  the  stuffing  of  money  into 
undergarments  was  "condescending,"  and  that 
although  she  wasn't  sexually  turned  on  by  the  show, 
she  had  had  fun. 

In  our  own  discussions  before  writing  this  review, 
we  noticed  several  aspects  of  the  evening  that  caught 
our  attention  and  imaginations.  First,  alcohol  was  not 
sold  or  served.  While  we  missed  a  beer  to  suck  on,  we 
were  also  glad  it  wasn't  around.  The  alcohol-tree  space 
reinforced  what  felt  to  us  like  an  extremely  clean  and 
wholesome  environment  which  countered  the  stereo¬ 
type  of  strip  shows  in  dirty,  unsafe  joints  filled  with 
drunken  men.  And  there  was  none  of  the  distortion  or 
fuzziness  created  by  alcohol;  everybody's  feelings  and 
experiences  were  the  real  things. 

We  also  liked  that  the  performers  came  in  all  shapes 
and  sizes.  It  was  fun  to  be  treated  to  a  smorgasbord  of 
women  and  their  bodies.  We  were  relieved  that  women 
appreciated  women  in  diverse  roles,  costumes,  and  at- 


The  gutsy  cast  from  left  to  right:  Cat,  Peggy,  Connie, 
Shannon,  Ramone,  Donna,  Beth  ("Sophia"  asked  not  to 
be  shown.) 

titudes.  We  both  came  away  from  the  evening  knowing 
that  our  definitions  of  attractiveness  had  been  changed 
and  broadened.  And  like  the  best  of  lovers,  every 
dancer  was  totally  committed  to  her  part  of  the  show. 
They  were  all  really  into  it,  and  that  was  part  of  the  ap¬ 
peal.  To  a  woman,  the  audience  was  supportive,  ap¬ 
preciative,  enthusiastic,  and  respectful.  Who  else  but 
lesbians  can  infuse  one  of  the  seediest,  most  taboo  ac¬ 
tivities  with  all  the  nurturing  qualities  of  a  first-year  soft- 
ball  team  and  make  it  feel  like  good,  clean  fun? 

The  Bad  Girl  Revue  broke  virgin  ground  in  Boston 
—  it  was  the  first  (we  think)  dyke  strip  show  in  local 
second-wave  herstory,  and  the  first  time  lesbians 
gathered  together  in  a  semi-public  space  for  the  enjoy¬ 
ment  of  sexuality  and  sexiness,  if  not  sex  itself.  It  was  hot 
to  be  in  a  room  with  80  slightly  aroused  lesbians,  knowing 
that  all  around  us,  women  were  thinking  about  sex  with 
other  women.  We've  been  denied  that  collective  enjoy¬ 
ment  of  sex.  We're  told  that  our  sex  is  a  "private 
matter"  —  it's  okay  if  we  don't  discuss  it  or  display  it,  if 
we  keep  it  hidden  from  the  world  and  each  other.  And 
we  tell  each  other  that  this  enjoyment  is  dangerous,  in¬ 
dulgent,  and  makes  some  women  feel  bad.  But  eight 
proud  and  beautiful  women  loudly  refuted  both  those 
sanctions.  As  ReaRae,  one  of  the  organizers  of  the  party, 
put  it,  "It's  great  to  get  sex  out  of  the  bedroom." 

Supporting  ReaRae's  feeling  was  the  fact  that 
women  came  from  far  away  to  see  the  show.  And  for 
weeks  afterward,  our  friends  kept  asking,  "What  was  it 
like?"  There  is  a  great  curiosity  among  us  about  how  we 
are  as  sexual  beings,  and  how  we  would  be  if  we  were 
not  inhibited  by  "morality"  and  sexual  danger.  Despite 
all  of  our  efforts  to  know  ourselves,  our  hours  of  in¬ 
trospection,  processing,  and  therapy,  sexuality  is  the 
arena  in  which  we  know  ourselves  and  each  other  the 
least.  But,  more  and  more,  lesbians  are  willing  to  pre¬ 
sent  visions  of  our  sexual  selves  —  in  books,  magazines, 
videos,  newspapers,  and  now,  in  the  flesh.  The  lesbian 
community  has  spawned  peace  dykes,  therapy  dykes, 
organic  dykes,  leather  dykes,  jock  dykes,  spiritual 
dykes,  motorcycle  dykes,  country  dykes,  city  dykes, 
political  dykes,  bar  dykes,  and  dykes  to  watch  out  for. 
Why  not  sex  dykes? 

Although  ReaRae  wasn't  sure  when  or  where,  she 
said  she'd  like  to  organize  another  strip  show.  And  in 
San  Francisco,  lesbian  strip  shows  are  a  regular  feature 
at  some  bars. 

Pat  Tracey  told  us  she'd  lived  here  for  37  years  and 
wanted  to  give  something  back  to  her  community.  Judg¬ 
ing  from  the  happy  faces  in  the  South  End  Gym  that 
night,  Tracey's  gift  was  well-received.  And  certainly  the 
party  utterly  changed  our  day,  from  one  of  frantic  tread¬ 
milling  to  one  with  a  spectacular  view  of  lesbian  sex¬ 
iness. 


The  enraptured  audience 


Centerspread  design  by  Jenifer  Firestone  &  Sue  Hyde 
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confinement  [isolation]  in  the  ‘In¬ 
tensive  Security  Unit’  (ISU)  at 
Walla  Walla.  It  was  during  the 
course  of  this  struggle  that  pro¬ 
gressive  prisoners  realized  that 
none  of  us  can  be  free  from  the 
hierarchy  until  we  all  are  free. 

In  segregation  this  meant  taking 
affirmative  steps  to  end  the  rape 
of  gay  and  passive  prisoners 
within  the  unit.  Once  these 
prisoners  had  secured  their  release 
from  the  ISU  they  were  again  con¬ 
fronted  with  the  need  to  resist  the 
victimization  of  prisoners  by  their 
fellow  prisoners.  The  most  com¬ 
mon  manifestation  of  this  took 
the  forms  of  slavery,  rape  and 
sometimes  even  murder. 

The  prisoners  who  won  their 
release  from  segregation,  some  of 
which  had  been  confined  for  near¬ 
ly  three  years,  organized  the 
Prisoners  Justice  Committee 
(PJC).  The  PJC  was  intended  to 
address  a  broad  range  of  prisoner 
problems,  one  of  which  was  the 
treatment  of  gay  prisoners.  The 
subgroup  formed  to  deal  with  this 
was  Men  Against  Sexism. 

MAS  filled  a  real  need  and  soon 
grew  to  a  membership  equal  to  the 
rest  of  PJC.  It  took  about  5 
months  for  the  marriage  of  PJC 
and  MAS  to  end.  There  was  an 
element  within  the  general  popula¬ 
tion  who  thought  it  was  their  god- 
given  right  to  rob  the  aged  and  to 
initiate  various  forms  of  sexual  ag¬ 
gression  against  gay  and  passive 
prisoners.  An  incident  happened 


that  made  it  clear  that  this  element 
was  going  to  have  to  be  dealt  with 
on  a  physical  level.  PJC  refused  to 
support  MAS  on  this.  There  were 
deep  differences  of  strategy  be¬ 
tween  the  two.  PJC  wanted  to  em¬ 
power  prisoners  from  above,  by 
appealing  directly  to  the 
legislature  and  prison  administra¬ 
tion  for  the  needed  changes. 
MAS,  on  the  other  hand,  wanted 
to  appeal  directly  to  the  other 
powerless  communities  in  search 
for  support  of  the  struggle  for  a 
larger  change  for  all.  In  short, 
MAS  felt  that  the  people  were  the 
source  of  strength  necessary  to  in¬ 
sure  that  the  legislature  and  prison 
administration  would  implement 
the  needed  changes. 

At  the  time  of  this  split  MAS’s 
chairperson  was  in  the  hospital 
and  the  group  was  without  a 
meeting  place.  Other  prisoner 
groups  showed  little  interest  in 
allowing  MAS  to  use  their  space 
for  meeting  purposes.  Prisoners  in 
the  general  population  seemed 
somewhat  pleased  that  these  “up¬ 
pity  faggots”  could  no  longer  be 
so  pushy.  MAS  members  became 
demoralized  with  the  hardships 
the  group  was  experiencing  and 
started  falling  away.  The  lack  of 
space  made  it  necessary  to  discon¬ 
tinue  the  weekly  rap  sessions. 
These  were  the  dark  days  of 
November. 

Two  sorts  of  people  stuck  in 
through  the  worst  of  it:  these  were 
the  super  committed  and  the  super 
exploited.  The  former  nearly  gave 


it  up,  at  which  point  the  latter 
rallied  the  strength  and  inspiration 
needed  to  keep  pushing  ahead. 
This  happened  at  a  time  when 
burned  out  elements  of  the  MAS 
leadership  were  bemoaning  the 
very  existence  of  this  scroungy 
handful  of  passive  faggots  and 
“baby  rapers”  (men  in  prison  for 
sex  with  ‘minors’)  who  at  that 
time  made  up  the  bulk  of  the 
membership  of  MAS.  These  latter 
prisoners  insisted  that  meetings  be 
held  and  started  producing 
material  on  their  own.  At  the 
same  time  some  members  were 
working  to  continue  deepening 
their  ties  with  the  men’s  communi¬ 
ty  on  the  outside.  As  our  work 
progressed  the  conflicts  within 
MAS  started  smoothing  over  and 
old  members  who  had  fallen  away 
began  getting  interested  again. 
The  slump  had  bottomed  out  and 
MAS  was  again  on  the  rise. 

Last  week,  for  example,  we  had 
three  ‘problems’.  We  pulled  one 
gay  prisoner  out  of  protective 
custody.  We  found  a  safe  bed  (not 
a  cell)  for  a  new  prisoner  who  was 
convicted  of  a  ‘sex  offense’  with  a 
minor.  And  we  thwarted  a 
pressure  play  against  a  gay 
prisoner  we  had  previously  pulled 
out  of  protective  custody.  We 
were  able  to  accomplish  this  by 
having  a  friend  of  the  predatory 
prisoner  tell  him  that  we  had  put  a 
lot  of  effort  into  getting  the  gay 
prisoner  out  of  PC  and  would  be 
very  unhappy  at  seeing  him 
returned.  This  subtle  threat  was 


enough  in  this  case. 

We  also  want  to  get  into  job 
and  other  forms  of  discrimination 
against  prisoners  because  of  sex¬ 
ual  orientation.  MAS  has  had 
offers  of  books  and  filmstrips 
which  we  will  use  for  internal  con¬ 
sciousness  raising.  We  want  at 
some  point  to  generate  the  energy 
necessary  for  opening  a  halfway 
house  and  other  supportive  pro¬ 
grams  for  gay  prisoners  being 
released  on  parole.  While  these 
programs  will  require  a  lot  of  time 
to  implement,  we  feel  the  need  is 
such  that  we  should  all  start  look¬ 
ing  for  ways  to  focus  ourselves  in 
this  direction. 

It  is  not  enough  to  just  cry 
“Unity,  Unity!”  We  have  to 
analyze  why  there  isn’t  unity, 
figure  out  who  is  responsible  for 
the  lack  of  unity  and  ask  people 
jamming  things  up  to  make  the 
necessary  changes.  We  are  divided 
and  deformed  and  we  have  lots  of 
work  to  do  among  ourselves  to 
undo  the  terrible  damage  the 
system  has  done  to  us.  It  is  im¬ 
possible  to  talk  about  liberating 
ourselves  in  any  degree  when  we 
have  the  state’s  boot  on  our 
necks,  and  our  own  boot  on  our 
brothers’  and  sisters’  necks;  when 
we  are  at  each  others’  throats. 

White  racism  must  be  overcome 
—  white  people  must  reach  out  to 
Black,  Puerto  Rican,  Chicano, 
andindian  sisters  and  brothers 
and  our  third  world  sisters  and 
brothers  must  help.  Whites  are 
programmed  racists,  and  in  a  way 
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our  brothers  and  sisters  of  the 
third  world  are  racist  in  their  at¬ 
titudes  towards  whites.  The  latter 
is  a  defense/survival  program,  but 
nonetheless  it  is  not  right,  and  to 
get  unity  we  must  drop  some  of 
our  defenses  and  try  to  work  with 
each  other.  Robbing,  beating  and 
raping  each  other  because  of  color 
is  what  the  system  wants  within 
prisons. 

During  a  strike  at  Deer  Island, 
Massachusetts,  over  250  men  were 
out  on  the  ballfield  to  protest 
against  a  long  list  of  horrible  con¬ 
ditions.  The  strike  was  led  by 
Black  prisoners,  but  many  white 
prisoners  played  active  roles  as 
well. 

The  white  guards  went  over  to 
the  white  prisoners,  who  they  lock 
up  each  night  and  consider  scum, 
and  said,  “Hey,  what’s  the  beef, 
what  do  you  want  to  go  along  with 
these  niggers  for?  What  do  you 
want?  A  new  job  in  the  com¬ 
missary,  an  extra  sandwich  at 
night,  some  letters  taken  out  for 
you?  You  don’t  need  this  protest, 
we  can  give  you  a  softer  bit  [easier 
‘time’,  for  our  non-prisoner 
readers]  than  these  niggers  can.” 
And  then,  the  threats:  “Hey,  I 
thought  you  wanted  to  get  out  on 
parole.  And  then  some  more 
racism:  “Do  you  really  think  these 
spies  and  niggers  care  for  you?  I 
heard  after  this  things  over  they’re 
gonna  stab  all  the  whites 
anyway.” 

Whites  have  to  make  a  choice. 
We  have  a  chance  to  break  out  of 
the  horrible  racist  traditions  of 
our  people.  W’e  have  a  chance  to 
be  free.  But  we  have  to  begin  by 
confronting  our  own  racism  for 
what  it  is,  ignorant  programming. 
We  have  to  organize  ourselves  to 
protect  each  other,  to  educate 
ourselves,  and  to  deal  with  the 
system  that  enslaves  us  ALL 
regardless  of  our  color  or 
strength.  No  one  will  do  it  for  us. 

Continued  on  page  14 
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GREEK  MANSION 
DISCOVERED 
NEAR  JAMAICA  POND 
SEEKS  OWNERS 

The  Benjamin  Winslow  House,  an  elegant  example  of  Greek  Revival,  circa  1860. 
Five  luxury  condominium  units  ranging  from  one  to  four  bedrooms,  each 
meticulously  restored,  preserving  their  original  details;  oak  floors,  marble  fireplaces, 
private  balconies,  and  deeded  parking  are  just  a  few  of  the  standard  amenities.  Call 
now  for  an  appointment.  Only  one  week  left  for  pre-construction  prices.  Something 
has  to  be  worth  looking  for  in  order  to  be  discovered. 
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REAL  PAPER  AWARDS 

Best  Auto  Mechanic 


w'&S  Automotive 

277  Northampton  Street 

Boston 


It  looks  like  a  big  commercial  garage, 
but  there  are  a'l  these  weird  little 
things  about  it  Reggae  music  is 
blasting  away,  signs  tor  political  and 
union  meetings  are  taped  up  the 
mechanic  might  be  a  woman,  and 
si-metimes  it  s  hard  to  find  anyone  in 
charge  J  A  S  has  been  Boston  s  hip 
{lest  garage  (or  years  and  years  and 


(or  the  last  few  years,  it  s  also  been 
the  oest  Even  when  they  didn't  know 
how  to  fix  everything,  they  never 
cheated  anybody  or  covered  up  So. 
oviH  the  years,  they  kept  learning  new 
makes  and  new  techniques,  and  now 
can  repair  about  anything  Their 
S[)eciality  is  still  the  prepoilution 
egugiment  on  Dodge  Darts  and 
Plymouth  Valiants,  those  classics  of 
reliability  But  they  re  ready  for 
anything  and  did  most  of  the  work  on 
ihn  antique  vehicles  for  the  movie 
The  Brinks  Job 


_ iBppnntpd  from  Real  Paper  "Best  at  Boston  "  hall.  1980) 

^ODY  WORK  TOO 

J&S  AUTOMOTIVE,  277  Northampton  St. 

One  Block  From  Mass  Ave  Busline  _  267-0300 
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Cambridge  AIDS  Policy 

Continued from  page  1 


Handel.  Although  Handel  was  not 
informed  that  the  policy  was  being 
drafted  and  he  has  not  seen  the 
policy,  he  told  GCN  that  as  far  as 
he  could  tell,  the  policy  was  similar 
to  the  Cambridge  school  system’s 
AIDS  policy  adopted  in  November 
1985.  “The  city  manager  is  being 
responsible  by  forming  the  policy 
to  protect  people’s  rights  and  to 
make  sure  that  if  there  is  "an 
employee  with  AIDS  who  tests 
HTLV-III  positive,  that  person 
is  dealt  with  appropriately,”  said 
Handel.  Although  concerned 
about  the  large  “number  of  hoops 
that  the  policy  puts  people 
through,”  Handel  added,  “If  the 
alternative  left  the  city  not  letting 
people  know  a  person  had  AIDS, 
that  might  not  be  a  good  policy.” 

Dr.  Marvin  Chelson,  the  Cam¬ 
bridge  health  commissioner,  told 
GCN  it  is  important  for  the  policy 
not  to  set  specific  guidelines  regar¬ 
ding  the  employment  of  people 
with  AIDS.  “I  don’t  think  you  can 
foresee  all  the  different  events  that 
may  occur,”  Chelson  told  GCN. 
“That’s  why  we  have  the  lines  of 
communication.”  He  added, 
“Any  situation  in  which  a  patient 


has  open  lesions  or  sores  not  pro¬ 
tected  by  intact  skin  would  have  to 
be  looked  at  as  a  potential  pro¬ 
blem.” 

Chelson  also  expressed  concern 
that  people  with  AIDS  are  much 
more  likely  to  contract  other  infec¬ 
tious  diseases  such  as  tuberculosis, 
and  therefore,  to  be  dangerous  to 
co-workers.  When  asked  what  cur¬ 
rent  city  policy  is  for  a  person  who 
does  not  have  AIDS,  but  has 
tuberculosis,  Chelson  responded, 
“Anyone  who  gets  sick  with 
[tuberculosis]  goes  to  their  doctor 
and  gets  treated  [and]  doesn’t  go 
into  public  places.”  Chelson  saw 


no  contradiction  in  the  city  not 
having  a  policy  for  highly  infec¬ 
tious  diseases  such  as  tuberculosis 
while  having  an  AIDS  policy, 
although  he  did  acknowledge  that 
the  AIDS  policy  “probably  ad¬ 
dressed  an  academic  problem 
more  than  a  real  one.”  Despite 
this,  the  policy  is  necessary,  said 
Chelson:  “Public  concern  and 
fear  [about  AIDS]  are  at  a  high 
degree.  The  policy  attempts  to  get 
more  rationality  into  it.” 

Cambridge  City  Manager 
Robert  Healey  did  not  return 
GCA’s  calls  regarding  the  policy. 


COUNSELING  AND 


876-4488 

OFFERING  •  Individual,  couple  and  family 
therapy  for  women  and  men 

•  supervision  for 

mental  health  professionals 

•  consultation  to  organizations 

•  insurance  accepted 


Providing  service  to  the  women's  communitY&  the  greater  Boston  area  since  1973. 


vm. 


CONSULTATION,  INC. 


INMAN  SQUARE,  CAMBRIDGE 


•  LETTERHEADS 

•  ENVELOPES 

•  NCR  FORMS 

•  BUSINESS  CARDS 

•  TYPESETTING 

•  BINDERY  SERVICES 

•  QUALITY  2-COLOR  PRINTING 

•  BROCHURES/FLYERS 


COPLEY 

COPTYYY 

OFFSET  PRINTING  & 
INSTANT  DUPLICATION 
392  BOYLSTON  ST.  REAR 
BOSTON,  MASS.  02116 
617-267-9488 


•  HIGH-SPEED  COPYING 

•  COLLATING 

•  STAPLING 

•  GBC  BINDING 


FREE  PICK  UP  AND  DELIVERY 


Dr.  Jonathan  D.  Stein 
Chiropractor 

Treatment  of:  Neck  and  shoulder  pain. 
Headaches,  Low  back  pain,  Bursitis,  Acute  and 
Chronic  Musculoskeletal  conditions  resulting 
from  occupational  stress  and  nervous  tension. 

Evening  and  Saturday  Appts.  Available,  232-7200 

375  Harvard  St.,  Brookline,  MA 


GCN 
Subscriptions 
keep  us 
healthy 
& 

save  you 

$20  off 

the 

^  newsstand 
price 


CIRCLE  CHIROPRACTIC 


HEALTH  NETWORK 

Dr.  Wendy  Caro,  DC 
Dr.  |an  Rising,  DC 


380  Washington  Street,  Brighton,  MA  021 3S  (6 1 7)  789-4290 


J 


BUICK 


"There  before  and  after  the  sale" 


PAMELA  J.  BLAKELY 

Sales  Representative 
New  and  Used  Automobiles 


Walton  Buick,  Inc. 

4100  Mystic  Valley  Parkway 
Medford,  MA  02155 


Bus.  Phone  (617)  395-6400 


Nobody  Ever  Taught  You 

how  to  build  a  circle  of  friends  in  a  new 
city. .  .how  to  distinguish  between  friendship,  sex, 
and  romance . . .  how  to  create  or  join  a  gay 
family. .  .which  part  of  the  community  is  for  you. 

Help  is  available. 

South  End  Counseling 

Methuen:  687-4383 
Boston:  437-9643 


INDIVIDUAL/GROUP/COUH.E 
•  OAY-SENSITIVE  THERAPY 


COPLEY  SQUARE  -  BOSTON,  MA 
SI7*266-2240 

HEALTH  INSURANCE  ACCEPTED 


538-70^7 


let^  Goto  Staunch  r 


WARD  &  LUND 

ATTORNEYS  AT  LAW 


John  P.  Ward,  David  R.  Lund 
Janice  Plainer,  Barbara  J.  Macy 


•Criminal  Defense 
•Real  Estate  Transactions 
•Domestic  Relations 
•Discrimination 
•Probate  of  Estates 
•Defense  of  Drunk  Drivers 
483  Beacon  Street,  Suite  11 
Boston,  MA  021 15 
617-266-0760 


•Estate  Planning 
•Business  Representation 
•Relationship  Agreements 
•Civil  Litigation 
•General  Practice  of  Law 
•Condominium  Conversion 

2266  Market  Street 
San  Francisco,  CA  94114 
415-626-4224 


CAREER/JOB  CHANGE 

Graduation-Job  Search _ 

Our  experienced  staff  will  work  with  you 
individually  to: 

•  do  strategic  planning  for  your  marketing 
campaign 

•  develop  an  effective  resume 

•  make  best-fit  comparisons  of  your  offers 

•  assess  your  career  to  date 


Our  licensed  staff  consists  of  psychologists,  social  workers,  and 
psychiatrists.  For  information  call  262-9116. 


Information-Evaluation-Referral  Service 

Insurance  acceoted. 


behavior 

05S0CIQte6 


Boston  Danvers 

45  Newbury  St.  5  Elm  St. 
262-9166  774-0142 

nr.  Arlington  T 


Specializing  in  short-term,  problem-focused  therapy 


Cambridge 
51  Brattle  St. 
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Prefer  Lower  Sodium? 
Less  Fat? 

Want  Good  Taste? 

Low  Calories? 

Look  in  supermarket  dell  depts.  for 
SO-LO  CHEESE. ..Ideal  for  every 
health  conscious  person. 


ULTDIilTE  mENTlTY 
COUNSELING  SERVICE 


Dr.  Shirley  A.  Whiting,  Mce. 

1 6  Old  Colony  Ave. 
Pembroke,  MA  02359 
(617)  293-2267 


Sliding  Scale  Fees 
Counseling  Covers: 

coming  out 
/Individual  therapy 
/  couples 
,  families 
groups 

'  job  stress  therapy 

First  South  Shore  Service 
Owned  and  Operated 
By  A  Lesbian,  For  Lesbians 
And  Gay  Men 


Women's  Health  Gay  Men's  Health 


,Fenway\^ 
Community 
Health 
''Center 


Our  new  women's  health  clinician, 

P.  Clay  Stephens,  PA,  has  years  of  ex- 
erience  in  gay,  lesbian  and  women's 
ealth  care.  Peggy  Roberts,  M.D.  is  a 
family  physician  who  provides  women's 
and  primary  health  care  services. 


Scott  Harris,  M  .D.,  our  new  internist, 
is  highly  skilled  and  approachable. 

He  addresses  health  concerns  ranging 
from  common  colds/flu  to  sexually 
transmitted  diseases  and  AIDS. 


You  can  choose  your  own  personal  medical  provider. 

•  Free  Blood  Pressure  Clinic:  Friday  10:30  -  noon. 

•  HTLV-3  Education  and  Testing  267-0159. 

•  Lunchtime,  Dinner  and  Evening  Appointments  now  Available. 

16  HAVILAND  ST.,  BOSTON,  MA  02115  (617)  267-7573 

•  Located  2  blocks  from  Auditorium  T-stop. 

•  We  accept  VISA/MC,  personal  checks,  and  will  bill  major  insurance  carriers. 


Confused,  Anxious, 
Depressed? 

The  key  to  Clarity, 
Peace  and  Vitality  is: 

EXPERIENCE 

We  have  20  years  of  it. 


Cali  us: 

739-7832 

25  Huntington  Avenue, 
Room  331 ,  Boston 


MassBay 

COUNSELING 

ASSOCIATES 
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(  NOT  TO  BE  MISSED  ) 


feminist 

Summer 

Camp 


COiAafiy  (XfintMCt 


*  Ctiildren  8-16 

*  Rural  Pennsyfvarvia 

*  Sliding  Scale 


S?nd  SASE  to;  RMC~30i,  6445  Greene  St 
Philadelphia,  PA 


PATTY  LARKIN 

March  3^^ 

Simmons  College 

Main  Campus  300  The  Fenway 
8  p.m.  $3 

For  more  information  call  738-3298 


A  BENEFIT  TO  HALT  THE  DEPORTATION 
OF  MARGARET  RANDALL 

CROWSFEET 
DANCE  COLLECTIVE 

formerly  of  Wallflower  Order 

music  by  Flor  de  CeJKa 


7:30  p.m. 

Sunday,  March  9 

Mass.  College  of  Art 
625  Huntington 


tix  $6-15 
'available  at: 
New  Words 
I  Sandy’s 
Glad  Day 
Red  Book 
Food  for  Thought 
or  at  the  door 


Open  Year  Round 
Cable  TV  &  Coffee 
Hot  Tub  &  Sun  Deck 
n  the  Center  of  Town 


Gabriel  Brooke,  Innkeeper 


Gabriel's 

apartments  &  guest  rooms 
for  women  &  their  friends 


(617)  487-3232 
1 04  Bradford  Street 
Provincetown,  MA  02657 

O 


®i|riPatrbanks3nn 

IFitir  ArrommobatifliiB 


We  offer  a  warm,  congenial 
atmosphere.  Our  rooms 
have  working  fireplaces, 
private  baths  and  period 
furniture. 


90  Bradford  Street,  Provincetown,  MA  02657 
(617)  487-0386  Don  Groichen,  proprietor 


e  Third  Regional  Conference 


on  Bisexualit 


IK  WOQOQgflt 


ave  a 


i  a  poi 


I 


ortland 


Main 


information 


Northeast  Regional  Committee 
P.O.  Box  849 
Prudential  Station 
Bj)8ton^MA  02199 


i  A  ^hanc^^[o|_jTetwork^jjTake^a^dimTe^_dateJ 


itical  discussion.^r 


March  7-9,  198 
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Classifieds 

DEAR  ADVERTISER 
If  race  is  not  a  crucial  issue  for  you, 
why  put  it  in  your  ad?  it  is  not  a  required 
formuia;  GWM,  GWF  are  not  necessary. 
GM  or  GF  would  do  as  well. _ Q 


PERSONALS _ 

GWF  mid  30’s,  seeks  healthy,  attractive, 
Sunday  lover.  Friends,  career,  joy,  music  fill 
my  life.  Committment,  monogomy  confuse 
me.  But  the  current  transition  to  Monday 
needs  improvement.  Box  38. _ (34) 

LILLIES  AND  OYSTERS 
Rubrims  can't  match  your  fragrance  nor 
malpeques  your  taste  and  texture.  Thank 
you  for  your  patience  and  partnership. 
We’ve  come  a  long  way  baby!  Dodi  Li 
V’Ani  La. _ (34) 

SO  PRECIOUS  A  PLACE, womyn  speak 
on  womyn  only  space.Watch  GCN  for 
video-producer  Cecilia  Denning’s  Boston 
Premier  showing  this  spring. _ (40) 

PLEASE  PICK  UP  YOUR  MAIL 
Cambridge  Gay  Political  Caucus,  Yale  Les¬ 
bian  and  Gay  Alumni,  Brown  Lesbian  and 
Gay  Alumni,  please  call  Catherine,  426-4469. 
_ (35) 

Sharon  where  are  you?!  What  do  you 
mean?  You  know  I’ve  never  forgotten  your 
B’day!  Contact  me  through  Paula.  I’ll  be 
waiting.  Love,  Diane. _ (33) 

"I  surrender,  Dorothy”  cried  the  Red  Herr¬ 
ing,  and  did.  Purrfectly  wonderful  English 
toppings  and  spices  made  her  swollen  and 
happy. _ (33) 

LF,  disenchanted  with  the  bar  scene,  seeks 
intelligent,  professional,  mature,  warm, 
down-to-earth  person  with  depth  and  varied 
interests  for  friendship/companionship. 
Box  37. _ (35) 

ARE  YOU  AN  ANGLOPHILE 
English  gay  man,  36,  seeks  holiday  fling(s) 
Mar-April.  Hotter  than  Di  and  Charles! 
Photo,  ALA.  Write  Eric,  200  Oldfield 
Grove,  London  SE162NF. _ (33) 

GCN  CLASSIFIEDS 
Make  GCN  your  first  place  to  look  when 
you  want  to  buy,  sell,  rent,  share,  barter, 
visit  or  volunteer.  _ (35) 

Betty  Boop:  I  don’t  know  what  I  did  to 
deserve  you,  but  I’m  glad  I  did.  You’re  the 
most  precious  part  of  my  life.  Love  -I-  kisses. 
Peach  XXX.  (33) 

Intellingent,  sensitive,  sportsminded 
LF36  sks  to  meet  L  w/sense  of  humor 
and  zest  for  life.  Self  awareness,  open, 
caring  -i-  honest.  Lets  meet.  Box  31.  (36) 

SPANK  MY  BARE  BOTTOM 
L33  Bl  eyes,  5’4”,  chubby  seeks  dom  L 
or  BiF  to  spank  fuck  -h  cuddle  me.  Rep¬ 
ly  box  334  Concord,  MA  01742. 
Describe  what  you’ll  do  to  me.  Photos 
welcome. _ | _  (34) 

LF,  30’s,  nesting  in  southern  CT, 
thoughtful  and  literate  but  subject  to 
frequent  giggle  fits  seeks  irnaginative 
company  for  conversation,  dancing, 
beachcombing  and  general  adventur¬ 
ing.  Why  not?  Write  Box  3091,  New 
Haven,  CT 06515. _ (33) 

GWM,  18-25,  wanted  4A  friend  who  has 
old  fashion  values,  non  promiscuous. 
Ad  by  successful  wm,  37, 
(cincut/cinshavn),  have  my  own  car, 
home!  Write  P.O.  Box  1489  Boston 
02205. _ (39) 

HU  18-25?  Do  U  like  to  go  out  to  dinner, 
movies,  weekend  travel!  I’m  a  proffes- 
sional  successful  wm,  37,  who  lives 
alone,  own  home  on  bus  line!  P.O.  Box 
1489  Bos.  02205. _ (39) 

Simply  -  I’m  a  very  busy  cleancut  Irish 
wm  busnsmn  who  would  like  to  date  a 
cute  Bos?  guy  18-26.  Movies,  dinner 
and  relationship?  PO  Box  1210  Boston, 
MA  02205. _ (34) 

Non-smoking,  no  drugs  wm,  18-25, 
without  mustache  wanted  but  must 
have  values,  intelligence  (prefer  blond 
college  athlete).  Ad  by  wm,  37.  P.O.  Box 
1489  Boston  02205. _ (M) 

Amiable  gwm,  38,  wants  young  18-24, 
non-smoking,  blond,  cincut/shaven  stu¬ 
dent  escort  on  a  regular  basis!  I  have 
Boston  home  on  the  MBTA  line!  John 
265-3595.  Best  time  to  call  7-1 1  pm.  (34) 

DICTIONARY,  anyone? 

The  most  requested  book  at  the 
Prisoner’s  Project  is  the  dictionary. 
(Prisoners,  generally  uneducated,  need 
them  to  wade  thru  law  books  etc.)  If  you 
have  a  spare  one  (paperbacks  especial¬ 
ly),  please  send  it  to:  GCN  Prisoner  Pro¬ 
ject,  167  Tremont  St.,  Boston,  MA 
021 11.  Thanks! _ (c) 


WHAT  GOOD  IS  SITTING  ALONE 
IN  YOUR  ROOM 

Tired  of  the  bars?  Looking  for  an  alter¬ 
native?  Then  come  to  GCN  Friday 
nights.  Help  us  mail  out  the  paper,  and 
meet  people  too.  Come  for  an  hour, 
come  for  the  evening,  come  to  167  Tre¬ 
mont  Street,  5th  floor  (near  Boylston 
and  Park  Street  ”T”  stops)  anytime 
after  6  PM.  If  the  door  is  locked,  buzz  us 
on  the  intercom  located  outside  the 
front  door _ _ _ (9) 


PRISONER  NEEDS  FRIENDS 

Bisexual  prisoner,  27,  sincere  and  open 
seeks  sincere  male  and  female  friends 
to  help  me  cope.  Not  looking  for  games 
or  hustles,  just  some  friendship  and 
compassion.  Please  write.  You  could 
be  surprised!  James  W.  Smith  II,  9056c 
WCI  R3,  RT2  BX  500,  Angie,  LA  70426 


DARLING  PAD  PAD 

Living  with  you  is  bliss  too,  sweet  honey 
one!  You  are  a  bailing  delight!  I  love  you. 
Kisses  from,  Sweet  Petunia  Plum.  Happy 
year  4. _ (M) 

I  WISH  YOU  LOVE! 

(surely  you  DO  exist...) 

GWM  29,  Br  hair/hzl  eyes,  5’11  by  turns 
shy,  boisterous,  sexy,  klutzy,  camp  or  dead 
serious,  seeking  versatile,  nice,  sane,  beau 
for  music,  sparks,  rainy  walks,  bear  hugs, 
biking;  someone  to  laugh  -i-  cry  with  write 
tacky  postcards  to,  adore  bake  brownies 
for,  watch  shaving.  Coffee?  Box  36.  (36) 
Prof  LF,  39  looking  for  LF  30 -i-  for  friend¬ 
ship  and  pxDssibly  more  Do  you  enjoy  quiet 
times  at  home  meeting  women,  sharing 
good  and  not  so  good  times.  Women’s 
music  concerts,  walks  by  the  ocean, 
animals?  Are  you  honest,  intelligent,  a 
feminist  but  not  extreme  Separatist,  open  to 
new  experiences?  Please  write  box  35.  (34) 
GM  34,  potted  Benny  Hill  type  who  ap¬ 
preciates  body  size,  body  hair  and  affec¬ 
tionate  demeanor,  looking  for  Cambridge 
day  companion  30-45.  No  guppies.  Love 
Black  skin.  Box  34.  (33) 

I  LOVE  YOU,  SARA  K. 

3  years,  8  months  and  28  days,  (unless 
our  delivery  Is  late!)  Happy  Anniver¬ 
sary!  C.  (33) 


PRIDE,  PROUD,  PROUDEST! 

30,000  strong  Lesbian  and  Gay  voices 
will  be  raised  in  pride  this  year.  Be 
there  on  June  14th  (raindate  15th)  with 
us!  -The  Pride  Planning  Committee. 
391-3411  for  info. _ (31) 


PUBLICATIONS 

JUST  US 

JUST  US,  a  dating  magazine  ex¬ 
clusively  for  women  wanting  to 
meet  women.  $10.00  (refunded)  for 
details  and  sample  copy  to:  JU, 
POB  80521 -NP,  Atlanta,  GA  30341. 

(33) 


LESBIAN  CONTRADICTION 

A  Journal  of  irreverent  Feminism. 
Quarterly  of  commentary,  analysis, 
reviews,  cartoons  &  humor  by  and  for 
women  who  agree  to  disagree,  who  are 
still  political,  but  not  necessarily  cor¬ 
rect.  Sample  $1;  sub.  $5;  more  if/less  if. 
LesCon,  584  Castro,  #263G,  SF,  CA 
94114. _ (V.14/18) 

GUARDIAN:  Independent  radical 
newsweekly.  Covers  Gay,  women  and 
minority  struggles,  and  international 
progressive  movements.  Special  offer  4 
issues  FREE.  Write  Guardian  Dept. 
GCAf,33W17thSt.,  NY,  NY10011.  (ex) 

off  our  backs 

Celebrating  15  years  of  radical  ferriinist 
journalism.  We  bring  feminist  na¬ 
tional/international  news  analysis  and- 
reviews  each  month.  $11  year,  11 
issues.  ($15  for  contributing  subs);  $20 
institutional  tee.  Sample— $3  for  3 
issues!  Write  off  our  backs.  Dept.  GCN, 
1841  Columbia  Rd,  NW,  Room  212, 
Washington,  D.C.  20009. _ (ex) 


MOVERS 

BOSTON  TRUCKING  COMPANY 

Gay  owned  business 
Licensed  and  Insured  MA  DPU#  25522 
No  job  too  big  or  too  small 
Very  Careful  Movers  641-1234 

Julian  Wright  Moving  Company 
Exp,  Rel,  Lie  &  Ins 
MPDU  #24430 
Tel  661-2958 

_ _ (1) 

THE  JIM  CLARK  MOVING  COMPANY 

Serving  the  Gay  Community 
with  professionalism  and  respect. 
Very  careful  furniture  movers. 
Piano  and  hoisting  specialist. 

Any  time  of  the  day-any  day  of  the  year. 
No  overttime  charges  354-2184 


MPDU  Number  23733 

(1) 

Poor  Peoples  Movers 
Licensed  and  Insured 

MPDU  #24184 

522-0826 

(1) 

From  $18  /  hr. 

> 

•  MAXI-VANS 

o 

•  CARGO  MASTER  TRUCKS 

•  HOMES  •  BUSINESSES 

cr 

•  24  HOUR  DELIVERY 

< 

•  Lie.  and  INS. 

o 

236-1848 

SERVICES _ 

Aching  muscles?  Feeling  Stressed? 
Deep  theraputic  massage  for  women. 
Reasonable  fee.  Call  lleen,  327-8908. 

^ (43) 

CARPENTRY 
and  other  repairs. 

522-4094. _ (39) 

FREE  MEN’S  HAIRCUT 
Evenings  M-F,  also  Sat  -i-  Sun,  Call  tor 
an  appointment.  Watertown.  926-5209 
_ (41) 

NH  COUNSELING 

Serving  the  Lesbian/Gay  community 
since  1975.  Individuals,  groups, 
workshops.  Sliding  scale.  Eves  and 
wknds  by  appt.  603  431-5147. _ (34) 


TRANSFORMATIONS 

Painting-Wallpapering-Renovations 
Free  estimates-Reasonable  rates 
Marsha  Hiller,  Doug  Bartlett 

776-6699  (34) 


GAY  MEN’S  THERAPY  GROUP 

Openings.  Group  focus  is  on  intimacy, 
gay  idenity,  relationships.  Individual 
therapy  is  also  available.  Sliding  fee. 
Call  Francis  Giambrone  at  628-6988  (yr) 


RESUMES  THAT  WORK 
$25 

includes  consultation 
and  completed  resume. 

787-4252 


BACK  BAY 

COUNSELING  SERVICES 
DENNIS  lADAROLA 

Serving  the  Community  Since  1974 
Insurance  Accepted 
739-7860 


MASS  BAY 

COUNSELING  ASSOC. 

INDIVIDUALS,  COUPLES 
AND  GROUP  COUNSELING 
INSURANCE  ACCEPTED 
(617)  739-7832  for  appt. 

COPLEY  SQUARE 


HELP  WANTED 

ADMINISTRATOR-LEGAL  SERVICES 

Prison  legal  services  program  seeks  ad¬ 
ministrator  to  handle  varied  tasks,  in¬ 
cluding  bookkeeping,  maintaining 
financial  and  eprsonal  records,  prepar¬ 
ing  budgetary  proposals  and  reports, 
overseeing  insurance  and  benefit 
plans,  handling  negotiation  and  ad¬ 
ministration  of  leases  and  contracts. 
Opportunity  for  developing  and  im¬ 
plementing  office  systems,  fundraising 
programs  and  prisoners’  rights  ad¬ 
vocacy  efforts.  Salary  $19-24,000 
depending  on  experience.  Send  detail¬ 
ed  resume  to:  Director,  Mass.  Correc¬ 
tional  Legal  Services,  8  Winter  ST., 
Boston,  MA  02108.  An  Affirmative  Ac- 
tion/Equal  Opportunity  employer.  (34) 

ADVERTISING  SALES 
Exclusive  representation  Boston  area. 
Gay  Areas  Telephone  Directory  for 
nineth  edition.  Leads  supplied.  Good 
commission  paid  weekly.  Call  collect 
(415)776-3600  or  write  1629  Pine  Street, 
SF,  CA  941009. _ j34) 

ADMINISTRATIVE  ASSISTANTSmall 
applied  arts  school  inBoston.  Degree, 
office  skills  and/or  experience  in 
fashion,  clothing,  textiles  -i-the  arts 
helpful.  35  hr  week  includes  2  evenings. 

536-9343. _ (33) 

ADMINISTRATIVE  ASSISTANT 
FT  position  for  highly  organized  self¬ 
starter  with  excellent  clerical/typing 
skills. 

MEDICAL  ASSISTANT 

FT  position  for  energetic,  independent 
worker  with  some  experience  in 
medical  setting.  To  do  EKG’s,  vitals, 
maintanence. 

People  of  color  are  encouraged  to  app¬ 
ly.  Send  resumes  to  Admin.  ASST., 
Fenway  Community  Health  Center,  16 
Haviland  St.,  Boston,  MA  Q21 15.  (33) 


London  $373rt  S.F. 

Brussels  395rt  San  Juan 

St.  Martin  349rt  Lima 

Los  Angeles  178rt  Tokyo(NYC) 


EXCUTIVE  DIRECTOR-DC  Rape  Crisis 
Center.  Feminist  community  organiza¬ 
tion,  estab  1972,  providing  counseling, 
advocacy,  and  community  education 
on  sexual  assault  prevention.  ED’S  resp 
inc.,  fundraising,  staff  supervision,  pro¬ 
gram  development.  3  years  relevant  ex¬ 
perience  required.  Salary  in  low  20’s. 
Excellent  benefits.  For  more  info,  SASE 
to  D.C.  RCC  Employment,  PO  B  21005 
Washington  DC  20009.  Resumes  due 
3/10/86.  EOE/AA._  (33) 

DESIGNER/ARCHITECT 
Small  firm  looking  for  capable  person 
to  participate  full  or  part  time  in  all 
phases  of  office  work,  architectural  & 
graphic  design  thru  working  drawings. 
Exp.  pref’d.  Resume  to:  Tom  Huth,  Ar¬ 
chitect,  137  Walnut  St.  Brookline,  MA 
02146. _ (c) 

OLDER  MAN  FRIDAY 
Need  live  in  man  to  cook,  clean,  shop, a 
general  man  Friday.  This  person  will 
live  well,  eat  well  in  handsome  surroun¬ 
dings.  Excellent  job  for  the  right  per¬ 
son.  Write  brief  outline  and  tell  no.  to 
box  256A,  89  Mass  Ave,  Boston,  MA 
02115 _ (34) 

POLITICAL 

PAC  promoting  gay  and  lesbian  civil 
rights  and  AIDS  funding  seeks  ap¬ 
plicants  for  3  new  positions; 
Legislative  Director,  Development 
Director  and  Field  Organizer.  Send 
resume,  writing  sample  and  salary  re¬ 
quirements  by  3/15  to  Human  Rights 
Campaign  Fund,  P.O.  Box  1396, 
Washington,  D.C.  20013.  Women  and 
minorities  are  encouraged  to  apply.  (34) 


729rt 

Montreal  79rt  Hong  Kong(NYQ  829rt 

New  York  66rt  Mexico  City  375rt 

Quebec  142rt  Seattle  178rt 


b’fast 

full  Canadian  b’fast 
(Prices  based  on 
double  occupancy) 


LOWEST  PRICES 
ALL  AIRLINES 


$178  rt 
198rt 
599rt 


$1 39/Person 
rt  airfare 
2  NIGHTS  bed  and 


FOREX  TRAVEL 


76  Arlington  St. 


Phone  482-2900 


LOW  AIRFARES  FROM  BOSTON 


MONTREAL 

WEEKEND 


CLASSIFIED  AD  FORM 


NAME _ 

STREET _ 

CITY _ _ STATE 

PHONE  ( _ ) _ 


Use  1  unit  for  each  letter,  punctuation  mark  or  space  between  words. 
Print  clearly.  Ads  will  be  returned  if  we  can’t  read  them. 


DEADLINE:  Tuesday,  noon. 
All  ads  are  prepaid. 

No  phone  ads  accepted. 


APT. 

-ZIP. 


Category: 


! 

I 


Bold  Headlines: 


1st  4  Lines 
or  part  thereof: 


i  Additional  Lines 
or  part  thereof: 


Business 

X 

2.00 

Non-Business 

X 

1.00 

Business 

7.00 

Non-Business 

5.00 

Business 

.  X 

.75 

Non-Business 

X 

.50 

TOTAL 

Display  (Boxed)  Classifieds:  Col.  inches 
or  part  thereof: _ x  12.00  =  _ 

TOTAL  for  1  Week  (Add)  =  _ 

Number  of  Weeks  (Multiply)  =  _ 

SUBTOTAL  =  _ 

DISCOUNTS:  for  10-20 
consecutive  weeks  10%  =  _ 

for  21-30  consec.  wks.  15%  =  _ 


SPECIAL  RATES  FOR  NON-PROFIT  GAY  ORGANIZATIONS 

PAYMENT  MUST  ACCOMPANY 
ALL  CLASSIFIEDS. 

Return  this  form  and  payment  to 
GCN  Classifieds,  167  Tremont  St., 

5th  Floor,  Boston,  MA  02111. 


for  31 -F  consec.  wks.  20% 
TOTAL  FOR  AD  COPY 

□  Pick-up  Box:  for  6  wks  2.00  = 

□  Forwarding  Bx:  6wks.  5.00  = 

□  Tearshts:  #wks _ xl.OO  = 

TOTAL  = 


! 
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TRY  GCN’s 
“GUARANTEED 
ROOMMATE”  AD 

GCN’s  “Guaranteed  Roommate”  offer 
All  Roommate  and  Housemate  Ads 
that  are  Prepaid  for  Two  Weeks 
We  will  run  until  you  find  a  roommate. 

Ads  will  not  be  automatically  renewed.  You 
must  call  in  every  additional  week  you  want 
the  ad  to  run.  Phone  calls  will  be  accepted 
all  day  Mondays  and  Tuesdays  till  noon. 


APARTMENTS 


RESORTS 


ROOMMATE  WANTED 

Somerville  Davis  Sq.  L32  seeks  rmt  4 
2bdrm,  No  smoke,  chemfree,  quiet.  Big 
apt,  homey.  2  cats  need  a  nice 
rmt.$325  4-  625-2376.  Maryanne  4/1  (35) 

1  M  +  1F  need  3rd  roommate,  indepen¬ 

dent,  openminded,  friendly  individual 
preferred.  Nonsmoker  only,  no  cats  or 
dogs.  Quiet  neighborhood,  good  loca- 
tion.$350  per  month  inci  ht  utils  xtra. 
Call  623-7258  ask  for  Gerry  or  Beth  or  Iv 
message  on  machine. _ (34) 

SAVIN  HILL 

Doglover  25 -i-  wanted  to  share  spac  6 
rm  flat  w/1  LF  artist/geographer,  2 
dachshunds.  A  creative,  indept  envirt. 
2nd  fl  of  newly  renov  3  decker.  Plants, 
prints,  -I-  antiqs  for  days.  3  biks  frm  T. 
Rent  $225 -f  half  utils.  For  3/15  or  4/1. 
825-1794. _ (34) 

JLF,  LF  +  1  (politically  correct)  cat 
seek  mature,  resp,  progressive  LF  for  3 
bdrm  apt  Davis  Sq  Som.  No  dogs.  99.4 
chem  free.  $200  +  .  628-4165. _ (34) 

WANT  TO  SHARE  NICE  APT? 
Woman  wanted  to  share  in  Ashmnt  Dor 
nr  redline.  Own  Ige  bdrm  4- study. 
Friendly  area;  washer/dryer,  yard.  No 
smoking.  $350/incl  ht-i-  util.  Call  Judy, 
643-4880  or  265-4597 _ (33) 

L  prof  32  and  dog  seek  responsible  ancf 
neat  L  30  -t-  to  share  quiet  2bdrm  apt  in 
Roslindale.  $240/mo-^  utilities.  Call 
327-0409.  Lv  messaqe. _ (33) 

2  women,  1  Les,  1  Bi,  sk  3rd  woman  to 

shr  first  fl  apt  in  Watertown.  1  bik  from 
bus  to  Hvd  Sq.  We  are  busy  indepen¬ 
dent,  interesting.  We  want  a  resp,  25-35 
yo  working  woman.  Mod  alc/drugs. 
$225-1-  lo  utilities.  923-0609.  No  cats. 
Avail  April  1  (no  joke). _ (^) 

2  LF  seek  1  LF  for  comfy  3  bdrm  apt 
near  Arboretum.  Resp,  clean,  gd 
humord  nonsmkr.  Min  alc/other  drugs. 
No  more  pets.  Avail  3/15,  4/1  $275 -t- 
524-1237.  (33) 
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ro  ALL  THOSE  WHO  IN  AND  OUT  O 
>RISON  FIGHT  AGAINST  THEIR  BONDAGE 
Al«x(n(>*r  Berkman,  Prl$on  U0moirs  of  ai 
InarcfiisQ. 


Pretty  Latin  woman  in  her  30s  seek¬ 
ing  male  or  female  correspondence. 
Relationship  a  possibility.  I  am  very 
honest  and  openminded.  My  hobbies 
include  writing,  swimming,  sun 
bathing  and  fishing.  Olga  RIVERA, 
160239  (393),  Box  8540,  Pembroke 
Pines  FL  33024. 


CAMBRIDGE— SOMERVILLE 

Middle-aged  bisexual  man  wishes  to 
share  small  apartment  with  stable, 
emotionally  mature,  financially  respon¬ 
sible,  communicative,  considerate  and 
cooperative  person  or  couple.  No  pets 
or  drugs  please.  Call  David  at 
923—0082.  _ (cl 


HOUSING  WANTED 

TERRIFIC  DYKES 

Both  personally  and  as  tenants,  and 
our  housebound  dyke  cat,  need  new 
home.  2  bdrm/5  rms,  about  $550  htd. 
Prefer  w/d  hookups,  lots  of  wood 
(floors,  doorframes,  etc)  maybe  a  porch 
and/or  yard,  off  street  pkg.  We  want  it 
all  (or  as  much  as  we  can  get)  and  will 
take  good  care  of  it.  Call  Catherine  at 
426-4469  (GCN)  or  either  Sara  or 
Catherine  at  391-3411. _ (C) 

GM  couple,  20’s,  very  responsible, 
quiet,  nonsmoking,  seek  to  find  rel.  in- 
exp.  apt.  in  Bos/Camb  to  share 
w/similar  G/L  single  or  couple.  Must 
like  class,  mus.;  occupy  in  Apr.  Dan  or 
Todd  (207)  783-7039  PM .  (33) 


APARTMENTS 


ROOMMATE  NEEDED 

LF  25  seeks  LF  to  share  spacious  2 
bdrm  apt  in  W.  Medford.  Must  be  resp, 
prof,  non-smkr.  Modern  apt,  ww  dw  ds, 
nice  neighborhood-must  see!  Have  2 
cats,  no  more  please!  300  +  Call  Jane 
488-3202  Btwn  7-1 0pm.  (36) 

LF,  33  and  6  mo.  old  infant  seek  friendly 
LF  roommate  to  share  beaut,  pondside 
JP  apt.  No  drugs  or  alcohol.  No  pets. 
$230-1-  utils.  Julie  522-2626.  (29) 


RJVfRTY 


Dorchester  -  Elegantly  detailed  4-rm  apt 
in  Jones  Hill  Victorian  home,  avail  for 
March  occupancy.  Modern  kitch/tile 
bath,  lots  of  closet  space.  $450/mo  inci 
heat.  Call  Mimi  at  265-0807. _ (34) 

DORCHESTER,  MT.  IDA  ROAD 
Huge  3br  on  Park  in  own.  occ.  bldg. 
Steps  to  T  and  Bookstore.  $575.  Call 
825-0965. _ (34) 

JP  near  center  and  T.  Two  all  new  Ibr 
apts  on  2nd  fl  of  owner  occupied  house. 
Each  has  new  kt  cab,  disp,  gas  ranges, 
ww,  cl  fans,  priv.  porches.  $675-725  inci 
ht.  Non  smokers  disc  522-1808.  (34) 

Dorchester  -  Fashionable  Meeting¬ 
house  Hill.  Spacious  6  rm  apt  avail  now 
on  top  floor  of  3-decker.  Cab  kitch,  tile 
bath,  some  w/w  carpel’,  VIEWS!  Near  T 
and  shopping.  $600/mo.  Call  Mimi  at 
265-0807. _ (34) 

SUNNY  APT  IN  DORCHESTER 

Wanted  quiet,  clean,  and  honest  tenant 
for  1  bd.  Very  near  Ashmont  Sta. 
Renovated  completely.  W/d,  d/w, 
carpet,  driveway,  utilities.  $750  plus 
sec,  dep.  Avail  Mar.  1st.  566-4193.  (35) 


would  like  to  correspond  with  some 
free  world  peole,  male  and  female.  My 
body  is  incarcerated  but  my  mind  is 
free.  Won’t  you  people  out  there 
please  write.  Thank  you.  Isaiah 
GATHINGS,  05741-016,  Seg.  B-1,  Box 
1000,  Anthony  TX  88021. _ 

Loving  Brotherhood,  is  a  penpal  pro¬ 
ject  for  prisoners.  Write  and  ask  for 
information  about  how  they  work. 
Write:  Jim  Lowe,  TLB  inmate  editor, 
PO  Box  3000-A,  San  Jose  CA  95156. 

Sincere  male  interested  in  cor¬ 
respondence  that  will  eventually  lead 
to  meaningful  relationship  when 
released.  TVs,  TSs  and  queens* 
welcome  but  not  essential.  William 
ARCHER,  180-297,  Box  45699, 
Lucasville  OH  45699. 


Single,  mature,  lonely  man  who’s 
starved  for  a  little  warmth  and  friend¬ 
ly  affection  in  his  life  would  love  to 
embrace  and  be  embraced  by  so¬ 
meone  in  friendship.  For  an 
understanding  heart  and  mind  could 
do  much  to  instill  in  him  patience  for 
the  future.  Anyone  interested,  please 
write  Ervin  GREEN,  139-608,  Box  69, 
London  OH  43140. 


My  name  is  Joseph  Howard.  I  have 
brown  hair  and  eyes  and  I’m  gay. 
Please  write.  Joseph  HOWARD, 
EF-154522,  Box  276,  Chester  GA 
31012. 


I  am  looking  for  a  companion  to  share 
my  life  with.  My  hobbies  are  cooking, 
swimming,  country  music  and  out¬ 
door  life.  H.  LoPRESTI,  C-080449,  Rm 
3119,  Box  8101,  San  Luis  Obispo  CA 
93409 


Although  most  of  my  ‘writing’  is  of  a 
legal  nature  (law  suits),  I  write  a  lot  of 
poems  that  deal  with  prisoners’  emo¬ 
tions  and  lonelyness.  If  you’d  like  to 
see  some  for  possible  publication,  let 
me  know.  Also,  would  you  place  a 
penpal  ad  for  me.  My  interests  are  art, 
poetry,  and  prisoners’  rights.  H.  Rick 
ELLIOTT,  208668A-11,  Box  B, 
Anamosa  lA  52205. 


Lowell.  5rm  apt  gay  owned  quiet  res  nb 
St  prkng  no  pets.  Adults  preferred, 
500/mo  -I- security.  Call  after  6:30pm 
454-9559. _ (33) 

NAHANTI!  SMACK  ON  OCEAN!! 

5  Spacious  room  apt  in  a  3-family 
house.  Porch,  yard  use,  inci.  eat-in  kit¬ 
chen,  huge  oval  tub,  sunsets  frm  Ir  win- 
dow.  $675.  Refs,  sec.  338-6969.  (33) 

JAMAICA  PLAIN -5%  RM  APT 
In  conv  Agassiz  sec.  Heat,  porch,  yd 
use  inci.  Refs,  sec  dep.  no  fee  req.  Avail 
Mar  1.  $675.  338-6969  from  10  to  5:00 
pm.  Larqe  and  sunny  space. _ (33) 


REAL  ESTATE 


DORCHESTER-SALE  BY  OWNER 

Picturesque  7  rm  Victorian,  3  sunny 
bdrms,  entry  kitch,  walk  in  clos,  newly 
rstrd  din/lvg  rms.  Unfinished  bsmt/at- 
tic.  Short  walk  Ashmont  T.  Lv  messge 
825-0025  8am  to  10pm.  $120K.  (34) 

TRADING  POST 

WOMEN'S  BARTER  NETWORK 

Short  on  cash,  but  have  lots  you’d  like 
to  trade  for  your  needs?  Women’s 
Barter  Network  is  a  non-profit,  nation¬ 
wide  barter  referral  system  for  women 
and  women’s  organizations/ 
businesses.  Send  SASE  for  details  to 
Women’s  Barter  Network,  Box  712, 
Wabash,  Indiana  46992. _ (30?) 


FREE 


KITTIES 

One  Himalayan  plus  assorted  other 
pretty  kitties  need  good  homes.  They 
have  their  shots  and  have  been  fixed. 
Our  home  for  lost  kitties  has  gotten 
overpopulated!  Free  of  course. 
324-6822 aftnor  eve.  (33) , 


BED  &  BREAKFAST  IN  N.Y. 

Enjoy  a  decadent  weekend  in  a  charm¬ 
ing,  lesbian  owned,  N.Y.  brownstone- 
only  1  subway  stop  from  Manhattan.  Be 
pampered  by  having  breakfast  served 
in  bed,  and  sipping  a  complimentary 
bottle  of  champagne  on  arrival.  For 
more  information  call  718-625-2653.  The 
RADCLYFFE  HALL  or  718-522-2828 
_ _  (si  7) 

GABRIEL’S 

Guest  rooms  and  apartments.  Centrally 
located.  Hot  tub,  garden  patio,  cable  tv, 
coffee.  104  Bradford  St.  Provincetown, 
MA  02657.  Reservations:  (617)  487-3232. 
Open  year  round. _ (yr) 


CKECK‘ER  OUT  AT  THE 
CHECK'ER  INN 

Double  rooms,  coffee  bt  fireside,  pkg, 
apts.  also  available.  1  block  bay,  open 
year  round.  487-9029,  25  Winthrop  St. 
P’town,  MA  02657 _ (^r)  ^ 

WHITE  MOUNTAIN  MAGIC 

Come  ski  our  miles  of  x-country  trails, 
ice  skate  or  snowshoe,  soak  in  our  hot 
tub,  enjoy  a  sleigh  ride  or  downhill  ski. 
We’ve  got  it  all — including  a  cozy 
fireplace  and  hundreds  of  books  for 
those  who  prefer  chairs  to  skiis.  Great 
mid-week  discounts!  The  Highlands 
Inn,  Box  118  G  Bethlehem,  NH  03574. 
(603)  869-3978.  Grace  -I-Judi  inn- 
keepers. _ (^) 

SPINDRIFT  TROPICAL  RESORT 

“Tropically  perfect— Perfectly  tropical” 
(The  Weekly  News,  Miami).  Free 
brochure — Spindrift,  1212  Simonton, 
Key  West,  FL  33040.  (305)  296-3432. 
Helen,  Hostess. _ (^) 


GCN  SPECIALS 


HELP!!! 

GCN  needs  another  office  chair  (on 
wheels)or  two.  If  you  have  one  that 
you’re  not  using,  please  call  Mike  at 
426-4469.  Thanks. 

PHOTO  FANATICS 

We  still  need  folks  to  sort  through  and 
file  old  photos.  Have  fun  and  help  GCN 
at  the  same  time.  Call  Loie,  426-4469. 

_ (c) 

GCN  VOLUNTEERS 

Yes,  you  too  can  share  in  the  power  & 
glory  &  office  drudgery!  Cor¬ 
respondence,  filling,  phone  calling,  etc. 
Days  preferable  but  some  nights  O.K. 
Call  Loie  at  426-4469. _ (c) 

WRITERS 

Help  GCN  cover  the  culture  beat  all 
over  the  nation.  Plays,  movies,  con¬ 
certs,  perfomances,  we  want  the  latest 
word  on  the  newest  creations  from 
coast  to  coast.  If  you’ld  like  to  join 
GCN’s  team  of  volunteer  reviewers, 
send  a  letter  and  writing  sample  to: 
GCN  Features,  167  Tremont  St.,  5th 
Floor,  Boston  MA  021 11.  (c) 

HELP!!!  BOOKS!!! 

Please  consider  sending  or  dropping  by 
GC/V(167  Tremont  St.,  Boston,  MA 
021  I’ll  on  trhe  Common)  your  already 
read  gay  books  (fiction  or  nonfiction). 
Prisoners  really  do  get  alot  out  of  them 
and  we’ll  be  glad  to  send  them  in. 
Thanks.  (We  don’t  refuse  donations  for 
postage;  but  we’ll  be  glad  to  get  just 
books!). _ (c) 


Prisoners 
Seeking 
Friends 


OUTLOOK  ON  JUSTICE,  a 
prisoner  support  newsletter, 
published  by  the  American 
Friends  Service  Committee,  is 
looking  for  poems  and  short  ar¬ 
ticles  (on  your  experience  as  a 
gay /lesbian  person  in  prison)for 
a  special  gay  issue  coming  out  (!) 
in  March.  FREE  copy  of 
Outlook  will  be  sent  to  all  who 
contribute  something,  whether 
their  piece  is  printed  or  not. 
Send  to:  Outlook  on  Justice,  c/o 
AFSC,  2161  Mass  Ave,  Cam- 
bridge  MA  02140. 


Circulation  Department  needs  help  up¬ 
dating  the  paper’s  mailing  list.  The 
volunteer  position  requires  a  commit¬ 
ment  of  a  couple  of  hours  per  week,  and 
a  knowledge  of  or  a  desire  to  learn  data 
input.  If  you’re  interested,  call  Marcos 
at  426-4469.  Thanks. _ (C) 

Darlings,  do  you  know  computers?  Bet¬ 
ter  yet,  do  you  know  dBase  III  like  it 
was  your  main  squeeze?  If  you  do, 
then  GCN’s  Computer  Committee 
needs  to  know  you!  Solve  our  problems 
and  you’ll  get  glory!  Come  to  our 
meetings  and  you’ll  be  charmed!  How 
can  you  resisit?  Pick  up  that  phone 
now,  and  call  Marcos  at  426-4469.  (c) 

CRUISE  THE  CAMPUSES? 

Volunteer  needed  to  bring  GCN  to  area 
colleges.  If  you  would  like  to  “bring  us 
along”  to  one  or  more  college,  call 
Catherine  at  426-4469. _ (C) 

TTY/TTD 

Do  you  have  or  do  you  know  of  a  new  or 
used  TTY/TTD  device  (telecommunica¬ 
tion  device  for  the  hearing  impaired) 
which  would  like  a  new  home  at  GCN? 
Would  you  be  willing  to  write  a  grant 
and/or  work  to  fundraise  for  such  a 
device  to  become  part  of  GCN’s  office 
so  that  we  may  ‘connect’  with  more  of 
our  readership?  Call  Catherine, 
426-4469.  (c) 


Longtime  GCN  prisoner  reader,  aspiring 
writer,  would  dearly  like  a  manual 
typewriter.  If  someone  out  there  has  one 
they’re  not  using,  please  contact  Mike  at 
GCN.  Thanks. 


I  am  a  lonely  man  that  needs  some 
response  from  the  outside.  I  am  into 
body  building  and  fashion  merchan¬ 
dising.  Please  write!  James  CAGLE, 
PO  Box  137,  Tillery  NC  21887 _ 

I’m  not  going  to  be  here  much  longer 
and  would  like  to  meet  someone  in 
Boston,  I’ve  lived  in  Chelsea  and 
Brookline.  I‘m  just  interested  in  mak¬ 
ing  contact.  Thanks.  Rick  STEWART, 
Box  41,  25263,  Michigan  City  IN 
46360. 


^Continued from  page  10 
The  difficulty  of  limiting  talk! 
■about  prison  issues  to  prisons  isl 
Ithat  it’s  clear  that  prisons  are  parti 
lof  a  larger  phenomenon.  This  isl 
I  what  people  who  don’t  want  to| 
Ithink  about  “social/criminall 
ljustice”  won’t  face:  prisons  arel 
I  not  simply  warehouses  and  rehab  I 
I  joints  for  ‘those’  people  who  were! 
Ibad  once,  or  are  always  “bad”.[ 
I  They  are  the  threat/force  that! 
I  backs  up  the  absurd  and  wasteful  I 
Idistribution  of  power  and  thel 
Icommon  wealth  against  everyone,! 
lor  against  most  of  us,  for  the| 
Ibenefit  of  a  few. 

I  suppose  the  sense  that  can  be  I 
■made  in  these  circumstances  out| 
lof  the  question  of  why  those  trod- 
Iden  upon  don’t  organize! 
I  themselves  more  commonly,  as  I 
I  did  MAS,  comes  from  the  intui-l 
Ition  that  we  all  surely  have  (at  I 
Isome  level):  that  we  do  have  somei 


ORGANIZATIONS 

D.O.B. 

Support  orgnzfn  for  lesbians,  1151 
Mass  Ave,  Cambridge,  Old  Bap  Chr. 
Raps  every  Tues,  Thur  8pm.  Special 
raps  for  35 -t- ;parents;  yngr  women; 
baby  bmrs;  singles;  coming  out;  issues 
forum.  All  8pm.  Monthly  events,  outing 
club,  library.  Info:  661-3633.  All  women 
invited  to  participate. _ (?) 

LESBIANS 

Are  you  Lesbian,  Bisexual  or  unsure? 
Looking  for  a  group  to  go? 

Come  join  us  at  BAGLY. 


CAM  Tony,  497-8282 


(13/32) 


BLACK  AND  WHITE  MEN  TOGETHER 

Multiracial  group  for  all  people.  Call 
(415)  431-1976  or  write  BWMT  Siute  140, 
580  Castro  St.,  SF,CA  941 14.  (v14.15)) 

“JOHNNY  DIED  TODAY...” 

14  year  old  Joey  will  blow  out  his 
brains,  Eddie  will  overdose  and  David 
will  slash  his  wrists  in  the  days  to 
come.  All  because  you’re  too  scared  to 
protect  them.  SASE  for  info,  $2  stramps 
64  page  newsletter.  $20  subsc/mbrshp. 
“REALITY  INC.,”  PO  Box  73,  Paramus, 
NJ  07653. _ (?) 

GAY  LESBIAN  AND  JEWISH? 

Am  Tikva  welcomes  you.  Activities  in¬ 
clude  religious  observances,  discus¬ 
sions,  potiuck  dinners,  folk  dancing, 
etc.  For  events,  check  GCN  Calendar. 
Call  (617)  782-8894  or  write  PO  Box  11 
Camb,  MA  02238 _ (?) 

MAN/BOY  LOVE 

A  support  group  for  intergenerational 
relationships.  For  more  information 
send  $1  to:  NAMBLA— GCNAD  at  537 
Jones  St.  No.  8418,  S.F.,  CA  94102  or 
PO  Box  174,  New  York,  NY  10018. 

_ (v.14.23) 


Gay 
Community 
News 

is  available  on  microfilm 

$30 

per  volume 

Malt  check  or  money 
oroer  to: 

GCN 

167  Tremont  St.,  5th  fl. 
Boston.  MA  02111 


I  privileges  (which  the  “powers  that 
Ibe’’  might  take  away  if  we  don’t 
I  behave)  and  that  making  waves  in 
I  such  a  force-  and  confinement- 
loriented  society,  making  real 
Iwaves,  is  likely  to  get  you  hurt. 

I  This  is  one  of  the  deep  messages 
lof  The  Autobiography  of 
\Malcolm  X. 

•  •  • 

An  afterword  on  our  language 
I  from  one  of  the  founders  of  Men 
I  Against  Sexism  and  still  a  prisoner 
Ireader  of  GCN  (who  recently  did  a 
\Speaking  Out  on  the  ’‘Politics  of 
[aids  in  Prison”),  Ed  Mead,  now 
\at  the  Monroe  prison  in 
I  Washington,  (this  is  from  the  very 
first  prisoner  project  article  we 
\ran  in  GCN  in  1979): 

‘Although  I  have  not  been  sub- 
Ijected  to  physical  violence  on  a 
Ipersonal  level,  I’ve  seen  it  happen 
I  to  others  often  enough  to  know  it 
lis  real.  And  lest  I  be  tempted  to  ig- 
Inore  its  realness,  there  is  the  cons- 
Itant  barrage  of  verbal  and  other 
I  forms  of  indirect  violence  to  re- 
Imind  me.  Calling  someone 
‘cocksucker’’  is  the  lowest  form 
lof  insult  one  prisoner  can  inflict 
Jon  another.  It  is  a  term  one  hears 
jused  in  a  negative  way  many  times 
ja  day.  Every  time  I  hear  this! 
Ibeautiful  act  of  love  degraged  l| 
jfeel  a  little  pain  somewhere.’’ 


C/1L€hDP\R 


March  1 
to 

March  12 

march  1  Saturday 

Boston  —  Tom  Wilson  Weinberg  & 
Romanovsky  &  Phillips  concert  to  benefit 
Gay  &  Lesbian  Defense  Committee.  Arl¬ 
ington  St.  Church,  corner  of  Boylston  &  Arl¬ 
ington  Sts.  8PM.  $8.  Info:  542-3622. 

Boston  —  Photographs  by  Diane  Arbus. 
Robert  Klein  Gallery,  355  Boylston  St. 
Through  April  26.  Info:  262-2278. 

Cambridge  —  Lesbians  in  Education  social 
gathering.  8:30PM.  $2  donation.  Info: 
965-0648. 

Waltham  —  informal  social  group  meets. 
Windsor  Village.  7:30PM-midnight.  Info: 
647-1193. 

Boston  —  Free  training  for  women  on 
welfare  in  electronics  or  drafting.  Women’s 
Technical  Institute,  1255  Boylston  St.  All 
month.  Info:  266-2243. 

Cambridge  —  Amelia  &  Jennifer  to  perform. 
Nameless  Coffeehouse,  Church  St.,  Har¬ 
vard  Sq.  10:45PM. 

Boston  —  “After  Eleven,’’  two  one-acts  by 
Victor  Bumbalo,  presented  by  the  Triangle 
Theater  Company.  Paramount  Penthouse 
Theater,  58  Berkeley  St.  8PM.  $10. 
Through  March  22.  Info:  353-0434. 

Boston  —  ‘  ‘  Fear  of  Video ,  ’  ’  comedy  perfor¬ 
mance  presented  by  New  Ehrlich  Theater. 
539  Tremont  St.  10:30PM.  $3.  Through 
March  22.  Info:  482-6316. 

2  Sunday 

Boston  —  Metropolitan  Community  Church 
of  Boston,  for  lesbians  and  gay  men.  131 
Cambridge  St.  7PM.  Info:  523-7664. 

Dorchester  —  Dorchester  GALA  monthly 
potiuck.  7:30PM.  Info:  288-4367  or 
288-9155. 

Cambridge  —  “The  Deadly  Connections: 

Intervention  &  Nuclear  War,  ’  ’  a  slide  show. 
First  Parish  Church,  3  Church  St.,  Harvard 
Sq.  5PM.  Info:  354-0008  or  661-6130. 

Dorchester  —  Spectacular  Multi-Cultural 
Event  to  benefit  Casa  Myrna  Vazquez. 
Strand  Theater,  543  Columbia  Rd. 
2-6:30PM.  $6-8,  children  $3.  Info: 
491-6851. 

3  monday 

Somerville  —  Support  group  for  battered 
lesbians.  6:15-7:30PM.  On-going,  weekly, 
free.  Childcare  available.  Info:  Respond, 
623-5900. 

Cambridge  —  Emily  Culpepper,  opening 
speaker  of  the  WITCH  lecture  series.  Har- 
ivard  Divinity’s  Sperry  Room.  8PM.  $5.  In¬ 
fo:  491-3549. 

4  tuesday 

Boston  —  “Current  Events  in  Nicaragua,’’ 
reports  from  the  National  Lawyers  Guild. 
BU  Law  School,  Barrister’s  Hall,  765  Com¬ 
monwealth  Ave.  7:30PM.  Info:  227-7335. 

Cambridge  —  Film  Archives’  Women’s 
Cinema  series.  Carpenter  Center  for  the 
Visual  Arts,  Harvard  Univ.,  24  Quincy  St. 
5:30  &  8PM.  $2.  Info:  495-4700. 

Beverly  —  North  Shore  Gay  &  Lesbian 
Alliance  Steering  Committee  meeting.  24 
Bartlett  St.  7PM.  All  welcome. 

Cambridge  —  Former  Nun  Lesbian  Support 
Group.  Women’s  Center,  46  Pleasant  St. 
7PM.  Info:  354-8807. 

Cambridge  —  “Lavender  Letters:  Les¬ 
bians  in  Literature,’’  a  slideshow/talk  by 
Patricia  A.  Roth.  Daughters  of  Bilitis,  1151 
Mass.  Ave.,  Old  Cambridge  Baptist  Church. 
8PM.  $1.  All  women  welcome.  Info: 
661-3633. 


Cathy  Winter,  March  5 


Boston  —  Boston  Women’s  Fund  volunteer 
open  house.  Park  Square  Building,  Room 
902,  31  St.  James  Ave.  7:30PM.  Info: 
542-5955. 

5  Wednesday 

Boston  —  Gay  Games  II,  organizing 
Boston’s  team.  The  1270,  1270  Boylston 
St.  Info:  666-4283. 

Boston  —  Meeting  to  discuss  the  possibility 
of  a  lesbian  &  gay  community  center.  City 
Hall,  Room  801  (use  the  Congress  St.  en¬ 
trance).  7PM.  Info:  Ann  Maguire, 
725-3485. 

Cambridge  —  Cathy  Winter  to  perform. 
Passim  Coffeehouse,  Harvard  Sq.  Info: 
492-7679. 

6  thursday 

Boston  —  GCN’s  production  night:  ail 

welcome  to  proofread  &  paste-up  pages. 
5-7PM  for  proofreading,  8PM-midnight  for 
paste-up.  167  Tremont  St.,  near  Park  & 
Boylston  T-stops.  GCN:  426-4469. 

Cambridge  —  Lesbians  at  MIT  lunch  group. 

Student  Center  lounge,  3rd  floor.  1PM. 


7  friday 

Boston  —  GCN’s  volunteer  night:  all 

welcome  to  help  mail  the  paper  to  our 
subscribers.  Refreshments,  good  times. 
Anytime  after  6PM.  167  Tremont  St.,  near 
Park  &  Boylston  T-stops.  GCN:  426-4469. 

Ashby,  MA  —  Opening  the  Heart  for  Les¬ 
bian  &  Gay  Couples,  a  weekend-long 
workshop.  Info:  Spring  Hill,  Box  124, 
Ashby,  MA  01431-0124,  386-2491 
(10AM-2PM,  weekdays). 

Cambridge  —  Gays  at  MIT  Spring  Dance. 

84  Mass.  Ave.,  MIT  Student  Center,  2nd 
Floor.  9PM-1AM.  $3,  $2  with  student  I.D. 
College  students  and  their  guests 
welcome.  Info:  253-5440. 

Cambridge  —  Women’s  Coffeehouse. 

Women’s  Center,  46  Pleasant  St.,  Central 
Sq.  7PM-midnight.  Coffee  &  tea,  open 
mike.  Info:  354-8807. 


8  Saturday 

Dorchester  —  Cris  Williamson  &  Tret  Pure, 
with  Tracy  Chapman  opening.  Strand 
Theatre,  543  Columbia  Rd.  8PM.  $9  &  $10 
in  advance,  $10  &  $11  at  the  door. 
Wheelchair  accessible.  Info:  547-1378. 

Arlington  —  Album-signing  afternoon  with 
Cris  Williamson  &  Tret  Pure.  Wood  &  Str¬ 
ings,  493  Mass.  Ave.  Info:  Ed  or  Rick, 
641-2131. 

Boston  —  “Something  About  the  Women’’ 
interview  with  International  Women’s  Day 
24-hour  radio  broadcast  organizers.  91.5 
FM.  10AM-2PM. 

Cambridge  —  Benefit  Dance  for  Carol  Hill, 

victim  of  Federal  Grand  Jury  abuse.  Martin 
Luther  King  School,  100  Putnam  Ave. 
8PM-2AM.  Info:  Kevin  Hill,  492-0961  or 
282-6257. 


Emotional  Rescue,  see  notes 


9  Sunday 

Boston  —  Benefit  to  Keep  Margaret  Randall 

in  the  U.S.  Mass.  College  of  Art,  625  Hun¬ 
tington  Ave.  7:30PM.  $25,  $10.  Featuring 
Margaret  Randall,  Crowsfeet  Dance  Collec¬ 
tive  (former  Wallflower  members),  and 
music  by  Flor  de  Cana.  Info:  Committee, 
Box  2227,  Cambridge,  02238. 

Boston  —  Feminist  fiction  group  looking  for 
new  members.  7-9PM.  The  Changelings  by 
Jo  Sinclair  will  be  discussed.  Info:  Cathy, 
282-2220  or  Nancy,  489-3601. 

Cambridge  —  “Hats  Off  to  Jane,” 
storytelling  by  Jennifer  Justice  about 
women  heroes.  First  Church  Congrega¬ 
tional,  11  Garden  St.,  Harvard  Sq. 
7:30PM.  $5,  $3.50  students  &  seniors.  In¬ 
fo:  391-3744. 

Boston  —  Metropolitan  Community  Church 

of  Boston,  a  church  of  the  lesbian  &  gay 
community.  131  Cambridge  St.  7PM.  Info: 
523-7664. 

Boston  —  “Silent  Pioneers,’’  a  benefit 
film  screening  for  Legacy,  gay/iesbian 
elders  and  their  friends.  Somewhere  Else, 
295  Franklin  St.  3-6PM.  Info:  725-4907. 

Cambridge  —  Black  &  White  Men  Together 

present  the  film  Bush  Mama.  Phillips 
Brooks  House,  Harvard  Yard.  2PM. 
Potiuck,  1PM. 

10  monday 

Cambridge  —  Gena  Correa  will  speak  as 
part  of  the  W.l.T.C.H.  series.  Harvard 
Divinity,  Sperry  Room.  8PM.  $5  donation, 
more/less.  Info:  491-3549. 

11  tuesday 

Cambridge  —  Cuban  &  Chilean  films 

featured  in  Harvard  Film  Archives’ 
Women’s  Cinema  series.  Carpenter  Center 
for  the  Visual  Arts,  Harvard  Univ.,  24 
Quincy  St.  5:30  &  8PM.  $2.  Info: 
495-4700. 

Cambridge  —  Gloria  Naylor,  author  of 
Linden  Hills  &  The  Women  of  Brewster 
Place.  MIT  Room  10-250,  77  Mass.  Ave. 
7:30PM.  Info:  253-7894. 

Cambridge  —  “Tips  for  the  Entry  Level 
Lesbian.’’  Daughters  of  Bilitis,  1151 
Mass.  Ave.,  Old  Cambridge  Baptist 
Church.  8PM.  $1 .  All  women  welcome.  In¬ 
fo:  661-3633. 

12  Wednesday 

Boston  —  Community  Networking 
Breakfast.  Club  Cafe.  8AM.  Presentations 
by  Bobbin  Evans,  1986  Pride  Committee; 
Robert  Barney,  Boston  Gay  Men’s  Chorus; 
and  Janet  Putnam,  Boston  N.O.W.  All 
welcome.  Info:  Will  Hutchinson, 
265-0348. 

Boston  —  West  Fenway  Police/Community 

Panel  Meeting.  The  Park  Drive  Pre-Release 
Center,  107  Park  Drive.  7PM.  Info: 
247-4457. 

Boston  —  “AIDS  —  Who’s  At  Risk?’’  with 
Larry  Kessler  and  Dr.  George  Grady. 
Bunker  Hill  Community  College,  New 
Rutherford  Av.,  Community  College  T-stop. 
Noon.  Free.  Info:  241-8600  x417. 


note  this! 


Emotional  Rescue.  by  Joseph  Ben-  I 

jamin.  Directed  by  R.  Clay  Ballard. 
Presented  by  the  Stonewall  Repertory 
Theater  at  the  Westbeth  Theatre  Center, 
New  York  City.  Through  March  2. 

Stonewall  Repertory  Theater  is  cur¬ 
rently  presenting  an  ambitious  season, 
of  six  plays;  commendably,  half  of  the 
announced  scripts  are  by  women. 
Forthcoming  productions  include 
Margery  Kreitman’s  Please  Wait  for  the 
Beep  (Feb.  14-March  30)  and  Richard 
Valley’s  Play  by  Play  (March  7-April  20). 

I’m  sorry  I  didn’t  really  enjoy  the  cur¬ 
rent  show.  Emotional  Rescue.  It  starts 
with  a  promising  setting  —  a  gay 
hotline  —  and  plays  with  the  contrast 
between  the  private  troubles  of  the 
volunteers  and  their  work  on  the  phone. 
Some  sequences  begin  to  find  the  com¬ 
ic  and  human  possibilities  of  the  situa¬ 
tion,  as  when  protagonist  Robert  (Paul 
Francis),  former  lover  Gary  (Mitch 
Starr),  and  new  infatuation  Kevin  (Brian 
Williams)  are  all  giving  advice 
simultaneously  to  three  separate 
callers.  But  I  found  most  of  the  writing 
flat  and  limited,  and  the  barrage  of  put- 
down  humor  and  anger  depressing. 
Haven’t  we  come  further  than  this  since 
Boys  in  the  Band"?  Starr  and  Williams 
do  solid  work,  and  the  uncredited  set 
makes  excellent  use  of  the  space. 

Times  Square  Angel,  by  and  with 

Charles  Busch.  Directed  by  Kenneth  Elliot. 
Presented  by  Theatre-in-Limbo  at  the  Pro- 
vincetown  Playhouse,  New  York  City.  ^ 

This  “hard-boiled  Christmas ; 
fantasy”  is  a  sweet  rehash  of  those  I 
1940s  movies  in  which  good  girls  went  i 
bad  and  then  good  again,  preferably 
with  the  heip  of  a  guardian  angel.  This 
particular  “girl”  is  Charles  Busch’s , 
Irish  O’Flanagan,  aptly  described  by  a  , 
friend  as  “an  impersonation  of  Faye 
Dunaway  doing  Lucille  Ball  doing ! 
Rosalind  Russeii  by  way  of  Joan . 
Crawford.”  There’s  strong  support  from 
the  rest  of  the  iarge  cast,  from  Kenneth 
Eiiiott’s  direction,  and  from  Debra  Ten-  ^ 
nenbaum’s  costumes.  The  finai  ten 
minutes  are  wonderfui:  as  irish  gradual- 
iy  sees  the  iight  and  reforms,  Busch ' 
manages  to  be  both  hilarious  and ' 
touching.  Earlier,  however,  the  show 
iacks  a  consistent  transforming  touch 
to  turn  its  ciiches  to  soiid  gold. 

Nunsense,  a  new  musical  comedy, 
written  and  directed  by  Dan  Goggin.  Musical 
staging  and  choreography  by  Felton  Smith. 
With  Christine  Anderson,  Vicki  Belmonte, 
Semina  De'aurentis,  Marilyn  Farina,  and 
Suzi  Winson.  At  the  Cherry  Lane  Theatre, 
New  York  City. 

Though  Nunsense  has  a  plot  — 
about  the  efforts  of  the  Little  Sisters  of 
Hoboken  to  put  on  a  fundraiser  —  it’s 
basicaily  just  a  string  of  nun  jokes,  with 
a  few  ieper  jokes  thrown  in  for  variety. 

During  the  first  act,  I  kept  trying  to 
figure  out  what  author/director 
Goggin’s  take  on  these  nuns  was,  untii  I 
reaiized  the  awful  truth;  he  has  none. 
(Sorry.)  This  is  a  script  of  crass,  jaw- 
dropping  mindlessness.  Maybe  I  was 
just  in  a  bad  mood  —  Cardinai  O’Con¬ 
nor  was  on  the  anti-gay  warpath  again 
—  but  for  some  reason  the  complacent 
stupidity  of  the  writing  reaily  got  to  me. 

(I  was  in  the  minority  in  more  senses 
than  one;  most  members  of  the  au¬ 
dience  loved  the  show.) 

Nunsense  has  been  mounted 
elaborately  and  slickly,  but  what  makes 
the  show  bearable  and  even  enjoyable 
is  the  terrific  work  of  its  powerhouse 
cast.  These  five  women  can  sing,  | 
dance,  and  do  comedy;  they  radiate 
warmth  and  good  humor,  i  wish  them 
iong  iife,  good  heaith,  and  the  shortest 
possibie  stretches  of  unemployment 
between  shows. 

—  Nicholas  Deutsch 
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